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Xhoxigh the. memory pf Rqesi^* Baiic(.ay 
in %»t lik^y tjpt p^rifHy i^ seems desirable to add* 
QQ0 more meiROTia]; of him to those already 
Q)^s(iijg: chiefly foF the purpose of bringing 
his life ^fi^. labours, iotp ^ nsgrrow poinl o^ 
^w ; ^nd^f furnishing many, of his numerous 
descendants^ whose usual avocations do not 
lead th^n to the study of his writii^s and cha- 
moter;, with a portrait of their honourable pr^de- 
c^^oTf that may excite their admiration^ engage 
yieir esteem* aad induce their imitation. 

In^ta4P9». iodpedy as it is not the source o£ 
virtue, fi?| neither can it be virti^e/s support^ 
yet the e3ujp(les of pious men in preceding 
ages are encouragements to the pious of the 
present} and arc a call upon such as have not 

A 



yet arrived at equal degrees of spiritual attain- 
ment, to examine the nature of the obstruction* 
Seeing, U The fame Lord orer all is rich unto 

*' all that call upon him,** we must, probably^ 
seek in ourselves for the cause of the difference 

-which we observe; and should we be persuaded 
to make pfoof of his riches, goodness, and 
mercy, by calling upon him, in an humble 
sense of our misery and want,-"-* want whiclt* 

no other riches can supply — we shall find it no 
disgrace to our character, to be found ** fol- 
^* lowers of them who through faith and pa-'' 
** tience inherit the promises." 

The following account of Robert BARCLATf 
is comprised under two general heads. The first 
contains a survey of his origin, education, pro* 
gress in religion, and the chief events of hb 
life» The second mentions his writings, the 
time and motives of their publication; «nd 
jives a brief descrij)tion of their contents. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT, ^a 



the chief events ofttt Ufe% 

RoBE&T Barclay was born at Gordons- 
toun* in the shire of Murray, the 13d o£ 
December (then the tenth month] 1648* 
WiHiam Penn has mentioned Edinburgh as 
the place of his birth; but this, according to 
the accoont presenred in his family, is erro-' 
neous* f His lineal ancestors are traced back,, 
by wiquestionable documents, to Theobald dc' 

■ • « 

* Memoir* o/tlie lUe of Col. D. BtfcUy Bf Ury» tnd of his eldtft 
•on R. Barclay of Ury, p. 31, 

f Geoealogical Accwnt of the Barcltxi of Uryi Icg» 

A % 



Berkeley, who lived in the reign of David I. 
king of Scotland. This king came to the throne 
in 1 1 24, and was consequently contemporary 
with Henry h of Eo^Vuvd; son of theNormaQ 
conqueror; 

Alexander de Berkeky^the fourth in succes- 
sion from Theobald, having obtained by mar* 
riage, in 135I9 thb lands of Mathers^ the 
femily afterward^ became, des^n^ed by the aj» 
pellation of De B^rk.eky pf Mj^ther^; until his 
great grandson, called also Alexander, changed 
the name to the present mode of spellingi 
l^arclay. Such a change seems to injply but 
little acquaintance with books and records j 
yet this Alexander was reputea to be a scholar; 
and to him are ascribed some versed said to be 
"Writ^riiyy z Mtrd of ^Ikthers, as adVice to his 

• • ■ 

son. Tilt versesi whoever may have been the 
author, are worth preserving, both for' their 
piety nftd good sense, and, supposing them to be 
hi$, as a specim^o of S^ottisb poQtiy ^ tbt 
fifteenth century. 



Glffthott dnlr.t'thj house lang sttn4» 
And thy successors bruik thy land, 
Abive all ^hings, lief God in fear ; 
Intromit nought with wrangous gear; 
Kor conquesB nothing wrangousfy; 
W^ thy Btighb«iT Itccp charity. 
Sm IhM ^Mm |>aM4^t thy estate ; 
Obey diiiy thy magistrate ; 
Q|>pr68s 'not) hut support the puire ; 
To help the common weili take cuire. 
Use no deceit ; mell not with treason ; 
And to all men do right and reafon. 
Both Unto word and deed be true ; 
All kind of Vi^ckedness eschew. 
•Sky no fttstn ; nor thereto consent; 
Be nought crael, ibtt paiaetit. 
AUya ay in aenie^id.pUGC* 
With noble, honel^,:godly, race. 
Hate huirdome, and all vices flee ; 
Be humble; haunt guid companie* 
Help thy friend, and do nae wrang. 
And God ^all make thy house stand lang. 



If this be really the production of the jfr$t 
Barclay, it is probable that the spelling of sosie 
of the words has been raoderoised* 

The eighth in descent from Alexander 
Barclay, was David Barclays who, b^ing in 
straitened circumstances through expensive 
living, sold his paternal estate of Mathers, 
after it had remained 30a years in the family, 
and also 9, more ancient inheritance which had 
been held 500 years* The designadon of 
Barclay of Mathers was consequently lost; and 
in 1648, on the purchase of Ury by David, 
son of the last Barclay of Mathers, and father 
to Robert, the family assuoied that of Barclay 
of Ury, which the spirit of, feudal times, still 
surviving in Scotland^ is disposed to retain. 

This description o£ pedigree may seem im- 
pertinent in religious biography. It must be 
allowed that, unconnected with virtue in the 
descendant, pedigree, when laid in the balance, 
*• b altogether lighter than vanity.*'* 1$, serves. 



•tlAoiig STieh as have iiot' learned inf the'school 
^ Chrisfj to prompt, tnd' to -foster, linttitn 
pride. But wfTed \ii^e see'persicni^, dTdtiiigtiiitied 
by birth and rank, deeming thefn tf little value, 
in comparison of ** the excellency of the know- 
»** ledge of Christ Jesus the Lord/* we per- 
ceive the sincerity and strength of their fktth', 
and the prevalence of that power .which caii 
redeem from the love of earthly enjoyments: ' 
Before entering on the life of Robert 
Barclay, it may be proper to advert for a 
ishort time to that of his father, David Barclay 
of Ury, commonly called Colonel Barclay'; 
'who was born at Kirktounhill, the seat of the 
Barclays of Mathers, in i6fO.* In his youth 
he was a volunteer in the army under Oustavu& 
Adolphus king erf* Sweden, m which he rose to 
the rank of major. On tiie breaking out of 
the civil Wars, be rettnrned' home*, and became 
colonel of a regiment of horse on the side of 
*ttA king; but on the success* of Cremweli ia 
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-Scotland be lost his piUi^jfy em^oymentj^ 
which he never, ^^r resuipecL. In., 164,7 hfi. 
married Katharine Qordon, daughter of 'Sir 
Robert Gordon^ of Gordonstoun. 

Notwithfianding his attachment to the royal ' 
€ause> he was comnutted, nfter the -restomtion^ 
a prisoner to Edinbui^h castle; -but was liberate4» 
without any thing being laid to his charge, or 
any reason .given for hb commitment** In this 
|)rifon he met with John Swinton,f a perfon who 
had been in the interest of Cromwell, and who 
was confined on that account. Swinton had been 
attainted of treason by the Scottish parliament 
about nine years before, but had escaped into 
England; whence, x>n the revival 'of the -reg^ 
government, he was sent a prisoner to Edioh 
burgh. During his residence in 'England, he 
'had adopted die Teligious princ^les* of the 
society of Friends ; and, when in Edinburgh 

• Biog. Bril. 
. t fia file IfettoDrsi-p. 51, he !c raUtid « tlk XiairA (jf 8i«talcdi.lU 
** kad bceo one of the lords of Kuion.** 



than to 'def<fdd hk lift* l*Ms ^i*96n is stid t6 
-hftVe "beefi the uMtnifiietft h^ cotmnciDg David 
Bflurday of the trixtk of thete prineiples« hut, 
atiisoidlog to his son^ accoitt^ he did not pro- 
^bss thefli qieoly til) it fe\(r ycfftrs afler. Dari^ 
Barday widerwerit the indigfikies and iihifrison- 
ineiitBy wbitfh i«cm ofteii the lot «f f>ur early 
friencis ; tad be died ifi the Sftut i^Sd.'** On 
one occasion^ havtog mei with particular abust 

from the populace of 'Aberdeen^ he Teroarked 
that he felt more satisfa^ioHy as weH as honour, 
in beii^ so "Insnlted for hh tieligioai principflcs, 

than he vwd to iael, when the nagistrates tO 
;gain his favoonv^re accostbrnedto meet him ^ 
a distttoce ^tat the tkjj and ccmdact him to 
^blio entertainments i& the townJiouse ; ac* 
-oofoptiifyuig ^m aftenygrds k many -males on 
his way from them. 



to 

.^ Tb^jCsj^owiQ^ aejCKHmt of tbe close of hU iifc^ 
J9 taken from the tenimoily of hU aobA 
. Iq his illpess^ which contioOied about a fortl- 
nighty ' he $ignified a^qoiet cooitehted .msad» 

* freely resigned^ to the will of God. About 
^ two days before his dq^> feeling bis weak- 
.*;a^ss w^h the pai4 £frqm the gravel]>. in an 

* agony be saidf I amgfi^g now; and then# in- 
^ stantly checking himfelf^ added* But I^ball 
^ go taiic Lsrd^ and tegafiendio mat^ of my 

< brethren who are. gone irfore mf$ and to my 
^ dear^im^\ . 

* The I ith of the 8th month* between two 

< and three in the; moriung* be growing weaker, 
f I drew nigh to him. Hesaid^ Is this my 
^ ton? I said* yea*: and spake a few words sig* 
Vnifyiag. my travaiL that He that loyed him 
.^mi^tibettcarhimtotbeend. Heanswered^ 

* Barclay's work If fol. 907. 

<fthU was hit youngest i^Ot Okvid* wbo died at sea, aboat a year 
fcaforc. He vavaaspniable youth* of cxep^ilary life and coafcf* 
«atu>D| and wai an acceptable prcachei among Friendi» 



n 

4 Tic Lord ismghy Mpetting it once again, sajw 
^ ing» Tom are my -mtnenei^ m the prtsmce <af 

* Godjtba the Urdu mgh. And a Ktde afteiv 
4-he saidy Tin ferfiS dueov^y dfthe day tfriag 
^frrnn on Ingh I bow great a bUsdng H batb been 
^ to mei-ani iowy -famUy / My wife desiring t6 
« kdoir if lie wodd ' have something to wet hi^ 
^ month, he tatdit needed not She said it 
*■ woold refrefth him. He laid his hand npon 
^. his breast, saying. He had that inwdrdiy that 
^refrethed him. And after • a little while ht 

* added, divers times, these words, The frufb 
^ h ovtrdH* • 

. < An apothecary coming hear, he took htih 
4 by the hand, saying, Thou ^Hthear me^vbit" 
^ nets 3 that' in all thu ester ctse I have" not he^ 
' curioMi to tamper^ nor to pamper thejlesh* He 
^answeredy Slr^ I eon hear wkneet thai ydU 
* have always minded the better^ and more sub" 
■* stantialparJ ; and rejoke to see the blessed end 
^ the Lord is hinging you'to, • He replied, J5#rt^ 



^A'f^hfamA Iyw^^b2te^/i jwririrt^^^ 
'^ri^hte&tmeH^ i(re(«ft<4bg ^ke^ word^ tiinc^ 

* <]^¥tr)) Am <tfi^ ^^ nniittbny hy etnd nt^ to 
*HH^iniifi/f pi^fifMH ^eh He x^lled severaj^ 

2^ i^ocuitiyiiiaB dealing iate th6 roonit'he thongjU 
f it hadrbetn oneof jiis tcDahtis who was a cai«- 
^IKffittei :I €e^in|;fit&i it iv/tt not he» tnit 

* ^Qth€r« he "saidy S^tbou ifH iimtowtaien^ 

* * Aixmt three in the afterfiOOB 9eteral fH^Qck 

* came to see him. After some words were 

* spoken^ and Patrick LiWagstone had ^ rayed^ 
/which ended in praises, he held upiiishasidB 
^ aftid saidy Adiea ! Amon ibr <eYel: ! And after 
< they stood up looking «t hifn, he 9aid> How 

* precious ii the love 4f God amoffg bis children \ 
'. < and thmt hve one to andihtr i T-henby shall aU 
'* men inow that ye are ChNst*s Msciplss^-ifyou 
•* lifveom OMtbiir* JlQVtf^fmouS'athingitisiB 
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f,^ imbr^ d'vdlUif<ib»: ilk love I J^ hv^ i/f 

i wWi j|fo«. / Itave, it amo0igjfOH0 ^ 

' About eight at nighty perceiving sonm t^ 

* weepa^ he said* JDlear friends^ all mindih iifr 
' VHtrdman. Heed not the ouf^^rd^ 7%^. £c 
' Ott£ thai doth, regard. The I^ord qf- Hatft. K' ^fK 

< imuu Aft^. he heard tjic <dQck stdk^ tkreq 

< ui the monungf be saidt iVow, the time cme*^ 
^ And a little a(Wr he wi(s h^sgr^ te $^|f PtedUu^ 

* pmsesi fraisee to the Lord f f,^ n^^n- th^ ear-f 

< %affi d^^ in pence. Into flj^. hamfs^ JF^heri 

* I commit my sou^/fixi/tj and. iodj* T% wll^ 

< LfirJ^ te d¥W in eard^ m it i^ iti heavetu 
^ Aid 90% ft U^iB aftec five in the nxrmiigv.the 
f itth dji^y df th« $th month, »686, he fell 

He was^ interred in the hu^ng ground at 
IJty, which he had allotted for his own family^ 
aiad fin- Frienda. 

RoBBRT Barclay, the subject of this nar<'» 
mi^ey reoeiyied the rudiments of leamiogin hti 
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Intive cocmtryv aB<I after fanrfcijf gpt^ tbf^ffi 

> 

^e beft schooh ttiere, he was sent to the Sc^ots^ 
College at Psairi^y tsf which hts uncle Robert 
(son of the last Barclay of Mathers) ^$ the 
tector. Here he maide so great a proficieiicy 
m his stttdies as to gain the notice and praise 
of the masters of the college ; and he also he^ 

came so great a favourite witll his uncle, ai'to 
feceite the offer of Being made his'heir, if he 
wo\ild remain itt France. BVit Ins fkther, fear- 
ing that he might become 'tainted with the su* 
perstitions of popery, 'and in'tx>mpliance with 
his mother^s dying -request^ Wi6nt' to Baris fii 
6fder to hrxng .him homt^ when' he was iK>t 
mach more than fixteen years of age. Thd 
uncle still endeavoured to prevent his returajf 
and proposed to purchase fdr him/ and -pnesaent 
to him immediatelyi an esi^ate greater than his 
paternal one. Robert replied* ^ He is. mf 
f 'father* and must be obeyed*' Thus he sacri- 
ficed interest to filial duty : and the uncle^ dis* 



^lilig^ left liis property to {tttctHif^ and td 
ether religious homes in France* The retortf 
c^RoYBKr Ba&clay to Scotland was in the 

year 1664** 

The IbUowo^ passage contains some accooof 
o£ hin religious experience in - childhood and 
youth* It is extradedf nearly in his own 
wordsjt from the introdnftion 10 his Treatise on 
Universal Loveji ' My first education» from 

< mj infimcj^ fell amongst the- strictest sort of 

* Cal^ists f thosie of our country being gene* 
^ rally acknowle<^ed to be the severest oC 
« that sect ; in the heat of zeal surpasang not 

* only . Genevat frpm whence they derive 

< their pedigree, but all other the Reformed 

^ churches abroad, so called* I had sc^ce got 

< out of my childhood, when I was, by the 

* permission of Divine Providence, cast among 
^ the company of Papists ; and my tender years 
*. and immature capacity not being able to wilh* 



and .<:ontinued •therein for a tinidi vAt^liL 
pledged: God'tiirongkl|iriwh:JbK9«.ai^ meKy, 

ta deliver me 4mtr 6f iiv^e Maiies, asd^ to^ 

gffc me a cfear imdeffitandiisg of the aritof 

■ . • • • 

that way* \&i''bdtH dies^ sects I had^afbto- 

dant occasiiMi to^ reteii^ impfressio^s ' contrary 

to this principle of love.* seeing rf^ itrait'ne^s 

of sereral of their doctrines, as Well as their 

practice of pefsecution, do abundantly declare 

how opposite they are to universallbve. The 

time that intervened betwixt my forsaking thef 
church of Rome, and joining those with 

whom I now stand engaged, I kept myself 

- ■ '. ^ j» 

free from joining with any sort of people, 
though I took liberty to hear several ; and 

my converse was most with those that inveighr 

... • . > 

much against yW^w^, and such kind of seve- 
rity ; which latitude may perhaps be esteemed 



• ■ • • 

^ii/t otbef exftremey opposite to tlie precui^- 
^ iiM of these othtr sects; ykhetthy I also 
^ tecdvifd an opportunity to know what usually ^ 
^ is- p^detided on that side likewise. As for 

* those I am how joined to, I justly esteem 
^theni t6 be tht tnie follower^ and s€hfants of 

• Jesoi C3irist/ 

It does nbt appear that R. Barclay was con- 
finced of die truth of friends* principles^ 
iherdy by the means of preaching. In his 
Apology, Prop. XI. §. 7. faking of himself, 
he says, • Who, not by strength of argument, 
or by a particular disquisition of each doc- 
trine, and convincement of my understanding 
thereby, came to receive and bear witness of 
the Truth ; but by being secretly reached by 
this Life. For when I came into the silent 
assemblies of God's people, I feli a secret 
power amongst them which touched mf 
heart ; and af I gave way unto it, I found 
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•'the evil Weakening in me, and the good rais^ 

^ up ; an4 5P.«I became .thus knit ^ and ipited 
f unto theniy hungeiing more and more, after th^ 
J increase of this. power and life, wherry I 
.'might fipd myself perfectly redeemed.' 
. In l;hfr month called February, 1669^709 
Robert Barclay married.Christian Mollison^ 
daughter of . Gilbert Mollispn, jx pjerchant ia 
Aberdeen J and on his marriage settled at Ury, 
"with his father. The issue of this marriage 
was three sons and four daughter^; viz. Robertt 

« 

David^ John, Patience^ Katharine, Christian,* 
a.nd J^ne; all of whom survived him, aadweiie 
living fifty years after his death* The edu« 
cation of tliese children, on account of the 
early death of their father, was of.cour^ 
ipuch urider the care .of his widow. 

In the life of John Gratton, there is a pleas* 
kg and: instructive account of this excell^t 
mother's solicitude, to imbue the tender ninik 
of her childreo, with pigus and good principles* 
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passage b as follows : < I observed ( 1 694) 
-* that when her children were up in the morn« 
/tog, and dressedy she sat down with thera^ 
^ before breakfast ; and in a religious manner 

* waited upon the Lord : which pious care, an4 

* motherly instruction of her children, wheni 

* youngi doubtless had its desired effect upon 

* tfaem ; for, as they grew in years, they al86 
^ grew in the knowledge of the blessed Truth t 

* and since that time some of them have be* 
< come public preachers thereof.* 

Believing it to be her duty to appear as z 
preadher of righteousness, she was very soli* 
dtous that her example ftiight, in all respects^ 
icorrespond with her station. The following 
extracts from the testimony of the motithly 
meeting of Ury, as they exhibit some striking 
traits of the character of ^is amiable and pious 
%^man, will doubtless be acceptable td tfao 
taraert • ... 



■ - > < i • 
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^< Sluar'waB ^igioi^ {ficfifled^ from fiikr 



•* ydoth ; and poblidy tihb^ed the tasthbtfuy 
,«iof Tmih, iff &e love oflt, iii'carty y^iri, 
-^ viz.il>oat tHc'sixteeiuh year of her age> and 
P tha tfaiiDaglt iaixkf hardslups and snfieritrgs % 
^ih v{hich abe walked all akdg fuitably^ti^ 
f what she profeasedL' Her tmxl was great 
f for the proisperky of die blessed TVqith, an(l 
f lor all who professed it, that they nigkt witi» 
< oess possession^ which is ht beyondproleialom 

* She laid herself out to a$SE5t, and ^ye adbrice 

* tp sick people ; and supplied their neceisit^esy 
f- especially the poor ; mjuiy of whoQi:Caaie tea, 
f twenty, thirty, and tocae fcHty SH^es, and npr 
f wards, recetyiog g^eat benefit| for her sucicesf 
J* was wonder&l : and great i» the lamenta^ii 
f ipade for her renioyaI|,among the poor and siclu 

• 

f Si^wasaweljlra^qoaplishedwafnanevexywi^y 
f 9n4 of i^PgttUr yinue;% Vhicl^ she imprqvec^ 

* to the praise of the Lordt When we caHtf 



#.-y» 



^noMi^lfae soKditT^ ^ d(»mdfies8, the senbtts** 
^a«B that altcaded her ; the care and concern' 
%fhewai wndetf t^atao skekoess, or qocqh-' 
<. cemedncsf night be in the church, hut that' 
*. diligaice might be «fled to nake ovr calling 
^^Bd^eptioQ sirre; the. great and daily con* 
^«eo, .which \intR seteftded Mrtth a good effect* 
f for the preservation of her ehildrenafed grand-' 
f-duidf^ oi v^m she coftMnoi^ly had eight 
^pf tOD in itiie iMnily with her ; and how ex>- 
fAfmfkoAy 1^ walked before them > we cannot 
^a«^ kdientiag the loes of her. 

,. f Sly&wastakepillrtkrixthof the xdnotkih^ 

t • 

^t^az; and fram. that time un^l her removal 
f^Mk^ COMaued weakly. Comfortable to^ ufr ii^ 
j jjie neamntoiice of the many preeious seaspnii 
e^^K- tfaio had in faef conipattyii and under hc» 
(pffljsfiryf bee conceal fiir thqr Trodi anci 
IChmicb's, pro^pcrit^ continuiQg witfe bir tp 
hef cacae^Q ts^frail bebg .t|ie% m it 



*liad been all lier life kmgy te^be a'faitfi&l' 
'.labourer for Jber God; who bad been miir 

* ber« and blessed her wkh bis presenqe, b6m 
Hher youth upv^ards ; and who reraarkabty slU 
^tended her to the drawingof her last breath; 
^ which was in great peace, ,joy^ and quietness* 

* upon the 14th of the 12th month, 17259 in 

* the 76th year of her age»* 

Robert Barclay, after his marriage, lired 

sibout sixteen years with his father ; in which 

time most of the tracts were written, that have 

gained him so mnch reputation as a religious 

' writer* His time however was not all passed 

I in endeavouring to serve the cause of religion 

'; with his pen. He both adted and suflTered for 

- it. The earliest transaction recorded of himy 

is pne which, probably, would not havie been 

I expected from a person of the turn of mind 

I which Robert Barclay appears, from hii 

] 4mtings, to have possessed ; namely, the passing 

j through the streets of Aberdeen clothed in 
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sstdccloth.* This acdon is branded, by the / 
writer of his life in the General Biography now 
publishing; with the name of enthusiasm ; an<] 
is eren stigmatized with marks of contempt, by 
his eulogist in the Biographia Britannica; by 
each of them, however, his sioceflty is allowed. 
After he had thus become * a spectacle to ■ 

* men,*f he wrote a short address on the sub- . 

jcct to the inhabitants * of Aberdeen. The 

following extract from it exhibits the motiTC 

and design of his exposure ; and shows that he 

» 

did not engage in it, without previously open- 

ing his intention to some of his religious asso- 
ciates. * Therefore was I commanded of the 

* Lord to pass through your streets covered 

* with sackcloth and ashes, calling you to repent" 

* anccf that ye might yet be more awakened^ 

* and alarmed to take notice of the Lord^a 

* voice unto you ; and not to despise these 
^ things which belong to your peace, whilst 

* Thit was ia the year \^%, f Barclay's WorV.i, 105. 



f four* day Iast«^^ lest faereaJgifr tlief lie liiil 

* from your eyes. And ^e command of th^ 
< f Lord conceromg this tfaistg came mito mc 
J * that very morning as I aiwatLened, and the 
\ * burden thereof was very great ; yea, ^eemed^ 
j* almost insapportabie unto me (for such a 
] * thing, until that very momeoty . had nerer 
'■ * entered me before, not in the most remote 
; ^consideration). And son^ .whom I called* 

: * to declare to them this t^ing, can bear wit> 
: * ness how great was the agony of my spirit f 

* how I besought the Lord with tears that this 

* cup might pass away from me ; yea, how the 
' * pillars of my tabernacle were shaken, and how 
> * exceedingly my bones trembled, until I freely 

^ gave up unto the Lord's wilh And this was 
'the end and tendency of my testimony, to call 
"^ you to repentance, by this signal and singula^ 

*- step i which I, as to my own will and incli* 

* n^ion, was as unwilling to be found in, as th^ 
^ worst and the wickedest x>f yon can be aTerse 



fjM^d CMTj Q9fi of jqq. lA vbom ihcfeis jtg 

< alive t{ie Imt xqpr4 to Gad# or his &mx^ 
f (X>p<i49r Aiul vci^thiy HHittcr iQ the proscocc 
c of Go(], sod Iqf the ^rit of Jefai Chrift 19 
<^ your hearts, wliich makes all tjui^s maoiftstf. 
<£esrch and exsQupe^ every .pneia his 0W9 

* soul^ how 6^ this warning and voice of tb^ 
f Lord is appliqtble ^p.^ (b^ | fpd how greaf 
^need theyhav^tp he ^yhj^tpbl^d i^ th.cic 
^ 8];nrits ; r^toniing unto the l4>rd in theif 

* ^ward ps^9. wJLth fugh true and vyafeigne^' 
^ m)ent^ce> as an$\{rqfs to the p^tl«ard clothing 

< oC^^^^^^Qths and. being cpvq'edwith ashes'-^ 
« Consider^ where are ye who are called Christ^ 
^ ians ; among whom it is become a wonder, a 

^ stone of stumblings or matter of mockery, or 
'^ A ground of reproach, for one, iu the name of 

* the Lorft to ioyite yott to repentance, i» 

* sackcloth and ashes ? Would not th^ heathe^ 
tcondeaa yoii ip this thing; aod wiU i|Q|f 
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f Nineyek- stand up b judgni^ against yon ^ 

• How is it that ye that art called Chrlstrint 
^ can willingly give room to 'every idle inountc- 

• bank, and dan suffer ycmr minds to be drawn 

• out to behold these sinful' divertisements, 
' which indeed divert the mind from the serious 
^ sense of (Sod's fear? The people can be 
•gathered there, and neither the magistrates 
« complain of tumult, nor yet preachers and 

• professors cry out against it as delusion or 

• madness. O my friends, consider ; can there 

• be any more strongly deluded, than for 

• people daily to acknowledge and confess they 

• are sinners and sinning, in words ; and t« 

• startle at that which did so lively represent 
' unto them what they own to be their own 

• state and conditioi^ ? 1 shall add that 

• which upon this occasion, I declared unto 

• you, I was for a sign from the Lord unto 

• you ; I desire ye may not be among those 

• that wonder and perish, but rather repent and 
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^be sated. ' And tiu8 is my testimony xiiti 
S you whether you will hear or forbear. I hare 

* peace with my God in what I haye doDe^ 
« aod am satisfied that his requiriDgs I har* 

* answered in this thing.' 

' Though Robert Barclay kept some ac* 
count of the transactions of his life ; yet, the 
manuscript book containing that account ha^ng 
been lost» it is only from the incidental mention 
of them in the writings of others, that many 
things respe6ling him can be collected and ar- 
ranged. 

Andrew JafFray intimates, that Robert 
Barclay sometimes availed himfelf of the op- 
portunity» which the national congregations 
afforded, of promulgating the doctrines of the 
society. ' Etis firft Tisit to London was probably 
in' 1674, as we find from a passage in the jour- 
Balof John Gratton, who in that year, toge- 
ther with Robert Barclay, Patrick Living- 
itone, and William Hague; paid a Tisit to the 
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l^otprious Lo4owick Mvti^^lk* JkfJiptP 

^ w^^i^aged in .a puUiQ jdi^te v^h sone' 
^ tl^e stiKieQts lA lh< unhcrltfty of A^rdeep*' 
Though this dispute tiii lot ti^minaie to the^ 
tii^slJtetieQ 9f the dinputixita «a ddier side, ftt 
it w^ attended} a$ is tei^ wttfa thia efitct^ 
tba;^ it frove4 the «iean9 of eottnncmg'four. 
fiber atud^tir, who were ))art of ih<$ auditory^ 
^ th<e trath of the prs9jei)iks iDaiiitaified b/. 
Kqbb&t &arci^y« Jb 1676J: he traTelledi 
again to London on a religions visit 10 hia^ 
friends ^ and ' mada a Milar tiah in Ht^hd 
and Germany^ In thur jpttnuey kt commenced 
^ ac^ntaa^e wkk Eloabodi^ princeas-fabht 
^e o£ the Rhiae ; wiih whooH 9» appears- &oa^ 
%iet|;er sb« WK>te tQ.1ni« 40 hiS' return, hehB4 
t>con£»re«ee oa religioal sabjects*. AAerhif 
bad ^onipleted this' wH»- ha vattiraect ta LcMkt 
do% iiii^«i!e lie r^eeiv^d: iliM^lfigaiKei 4rf d^ im4 



fraoBineJft oF bif 'ntiiCTV witn wont othet 
(ncnia, $i Aberdeen. On this occasiooi he 
^presented into the Hands' of the king, Charles 
11. the following peddon. 

* The state of the case of the people caOed 

* Quakers in Scotland, presented unto die 

* lung*s consideradon* 

</*.'■■•■ . * 

* The Council of Scotland haying about three 

* months ago* emitted a dedaradpq to rein^ 

* force.fbrmer Acts of Parliament a^inst Con* 

* yendcIeSf. and. recommended the execudon of 

* ■■'■■.' 

< them, because of die abuse several .persons ha4 

* mad^^of tho lang'a in4iilgenee> as the said 
5.declaradon indmates; some .inferior magis« 

* trates have taken occasion thereby to imprisoa 
f many of them ; and some depudes of the. 
ItcouQty haye^ stretched the laws against ccm* 
f Y^Wdd^a to ^e utmost. pitch of severity, bf 

* heavjT: fines, and tedious impiispnments, al* 
^ thoujgh their p^acdces and principles never 
' gave ground for such procedui^e* 



. ^ It 18 therefore, on behalf of the said suler« 

* ing people, with lall ^ncere respect, desiredy 

* that it would please the king favourably to 
■* recommend their case to the Council of Scot^ 
f land ; that a difference of character may be 

< put upon them who have ever lived and 

* behaved themselves peaceably under the .pre- 

* sent government, from such that are said to 

* have abused the indulgence ; with some pre* 
« sent relief to those harmless sufferers, to pre- 

* vent their utter ruin ; which in all probability 

< will attend so many of them that live by their 
^ labour and trade, 

(Signed) * R. BAitCLAT** 

By the king's direction the following laconic 
erder was quickly underwritten to the remon- 
strance of Barclay, viz. 

< His majesty is graciously pleased to reftr 

* this paper to the right honourable the lords of 

* his majesty's privy council of Scotland* 

(Signed] < Lavds&dalb^* 

Wbkchallt Aagait Ttb, . 
1676. 
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la^tbu yearr .1676, Bakclat^s Apologf 
was &tst paUished* He was then in the 28th 
year of his age. To say much of his writings, 
in this place, would be a deviation from the 
plan proposed : but it may not be improper to 
observe, that it is to the credit of Charles II* 
that he took no offence at the Christian fireedomf 
which Robert Barclay had used in his fa* 
mous Uucri^ion of that work to him. On the 
contrary, it is not improbable that it made way 
for the favourable reception of the remonstrance 
in question. 

We have very little account of the particular 
^object of Robert Barclay's visit to the con- 
tinent which has been just mentioned. It may, 
however, be conjectured, that the publication of 
the Apology, which was printed at Amsterdanif 
was a part of it. Probably this book was pre* 
sented to the king, on R. Barclay's return 
from the continent* 

I^ does not appear that the king's interference 
procured the release of David Barclay and th4 



St 

hotae, fie was tiimselfunprisoned : hti he was 
id Tar inctuTged as to l>e put ioto a better, ot 
more properly, a less (£sgusting, prison than 

r ; ■ 

tfee rest,f A 

r 

His commitment was on tke 7th of the 9th 
inonth (Noyember)y 1676 ; and in the foUowr 
ing month th^ news of his confinement reached 
his friend the prinoess-palatine, probably with 
$ome circumstances of exaggeration, as appears 
from the following letter to her brother, the 
iHtnoe Rupert. 

* Dear Brother, 
. * I wrote to you some months ago, by 
-^ Robert Barclay, who passed this way, and 

* hearing I was your sister, desired, to speak 

* with me, I knew him to be a Quaker bj 

* Besse't Collection of the Sufferings of iEUt f^^fii ctlltd Qvaktii^ 
yoV«* Article Scotland. 

^f Tbe Tolbooth at Aberdeen teems to hvn been divldtd iat» Ckr 
9^per and inier prisons. The vpper was the worst* 
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*^ hsAf and took occ^oa to Itk&xm tttpUt 
"< of all their opinions i and finding they were'' 

^ [[accu8tQined*2 ^ submit to magittrates im 

* real thin^,^ omitting the ceremomali I wished 
'* in my hearty the Icing might have many such 

* subjects. And since, 1 have lieard^ thatp 

* notwithstanding his majesty's most gracious 
'* letters in his behalf to the Council of Scot- 

* land> he has l)een clapped up in prison with 
^ the rest of his friends, and they threaten to 

* hang them, at least those they call preachers 

* among them, unless they subscribe their owa 

* banishment ; and this upon a law made 
< against other sects that appeared -armed for 

* the maintenance of their heresy ; which goes 

* directly against the principles of those which 

* are ready to suffer all that can be inflicted^ 

* and still love and pray for their enemies* 

• Therefore, dear brother, if you can do any 
^ thing to present their destruction, I doubt not 

* ThM w«rd iccml wanting to i&«k« ltm«* 

■•"■••. ■ 



<.b:Ut you will dp an action acceptable to. God 
^ Almightji and conducive to the service. of 
« your royal master ; fpr the Presbyterians are 

* their violent enemies, to whom they are an 
^ eye-sore, as being witnesses agaipst all their 

* violent ways. I .care not, though his majesty 
I. - • 

* see my letter. It is written out of no less an 

* humble affection for him, than most sensible 

* compassion of the innocent sufferers. You 

* will act herein according to your own dis- 
' cretion, and I beseech you still consider me as 

* Yours, 

* Elizabeth.* 

Whilst RoBKiit Barclay lay in the Tol* 
booth at Aberdeen, his father wasagdn *' com- 
mitted to prison, and lodged in the kwer gaol* 

* It is not clear haw Dwid Bwclay waft released (vom his former 
Impriaoanent. Several of his fellow-prisontf s were set al liberty 
«• diktndbu hanging been i«ade tor nnvrer the sums, fn wltich t^tj 
Imd beta! 4Aod. Ytt k tppean^' fntot: B<s#e» V«A. & f. 51 9» Alar 
David Bardajr was at home when the distress was leviedf via. te» 
«w«rking oxeo, Uwtowt, a bull, aad a quaatity of e»riib 



$ie maximutiixei Ac^ii ti ibe. lae meiak 
^ttlMfclt): i677r abooe four mosths- after his^ 
M^s. ioqamoanKiitf 'sadi on tlie iTdi^ ths^ 
%«Bir bttk. seanmfd^ vridi these others, ta ar 
;|Atte^aN df ihe tows, called the ChapeL Im 
lU» Ou^ ihr£ve prisonera were coniined. in a 
flMoB' rfmtty whic& allcwtd them little more 
^9paee dftit wu. necessary^ ta hold, their beds. 
it had 8 large door whiok was not opened ex* 
^tpt y/tbat the keeper brought them food ; and 
ti^iet i< w«l slmt, i^c prisoners had not sufficient 
4i^ t» aenre tkein •«£ dxeir meals. It was usual 
>«rlteft «fce idor was opened, for a ^rvant to 
come and sweep out the room ; and because, 
«(>• mateivay fcRT hm the prisoners occadiona-lly 
stepped a few paces oat of dtc door, induced 
«lso bf tlic desire of breathing for a. few minutes 
^fOHKC fkf the magistrate of Aberdeen repri^ 
fissukied^ tisdv ks^ier Isir allowlog so much ia<* 
Ailgsiffce* Th« aamie iftiagistrate- also chid thtf 
jpowMn-w^k^tthe^ key of their <jdl> f^ pto- 

€ 2 



3$: 

posing to let them have a small place undei^ 
their room, for the purpose of stowing fuel f 
and rejected with indignation a proposal to 
aiake another window to their darksome place* 
of confinement. Such was then the treatment- 
of a man who had lately been well received at 
courts ; who had then published a work, which: 
will long render his name eminent in the reli- 
gious world ; and^ it may not be uninstructivd 
to add, many of whose numerous descendants 
are now surrounded with most of the accom- 
modations that opulence can bestow, and with 
much more than the simplicity of the Christian 
life requires. 

On the 3d of the 2d month (Apxily) aa 
order of the commissioners of the Scottish 
council was made for removing David from the 
Chapel^ for confining him at his country house^ 
and prohibiting him to hold meetings^ br to go 
to them. He was therefore released, but he 
informed the bearers of the conditions^ that he 
Accepted his liberty, but that, as to the restric- 
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'.tioBy he should act as he saw proper. Robskt 
was ordered to be removed from the Tolbooth 
. of Aberdeen (where it seems he was still con- 
sidered as a prisoner, though he was really at 
the Chapel) to the Tolbooth of Bamff; to 
.which place were also ordered several other 
prisoners. The sheriff gave him his liberty, 
oa condition of his being forth coming, when he 
should appoint a time to convey him to Bamff. 
The king's recommendation to the council 
at Edinburgh, had been referred by that body 
. to certain commissioners appointed for put* 
ting into execution some acts of the Scottish 

• parliament, against what was termed * keeping * 
* of conventicles, and withdrawers from di- 

• * vine worship ;* under which acts the friends 
at Aberdeen had been persecuted ; and by some 

' of these commissioners the decree had been 
. made, hy which David was liberated, and 
. Robert ordered to be removed to Bamff. 
. Previously, however, to this decree, the pri- 
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stmees In ^eaeral htd fTtSetni ifefi^aft ttt 
the couflcH -kselfy requesting feM', «nd statttfg 
fiheir ^tifierings ; mhidti seem to hsMce l>een even 
indre grievous ^n those ^dUdi R«b««.^ 
Barclay and his torn •companions frndeadttred^ 
in the Chapel. *Rie cotHicil listened to the in- 
quest ; ^>pointed a day in the 3<l month (May) 
for 'Tecei^ng fir^m ^Ate commBsk&wtvs infeirma- 
«ion Inspecting ^e' <K)ndittoii and <»i:uiPsttmoe3 
€f ifhe pi^sohers ; and ordered that» in^tiie mean 
.time, they should he provided widi ^ietter ae- 
•comi^odations. Tins order of coimcS taufied. 
much dispute l)etween the magistrates of Aber* 
deen and ^ under-sheriff r die former insist* 
ing that ^e sheriff should take ^ Bamff ssidi. 
prisoners as had been ordered, thither hy the 
decree of the commissioners $ and the latter rt» 
fining to convey diem, and pressing tjne 3Bagis«^ 
frates to accommodate them better, ia'cxmse- 
quence of the council's order, whicfh borb a 
date subsequent to the commissioaers' decree* 
The contention grew yiolent, and eadi jfsjtj 
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cateitd formal protests at kw against the ne- 
ijliectof the other. Robert Bahclat abd 
and the odier prisoners who had been ordered 
to he taken to Bamff, being, as has been sakT, 
atkige, cm their part^e, and seeing that neither 
•f tin contending^ parties would take charge of 
thent, went before a notary and protested, * that 
* themsehres. were freemen, and should pass 
^away ak>Bt tiieir lawful occasions.' Thus 
dKd RoBSRT Barclay regain his liberty, the 
9th of the ad nsonth (April) 1677, after an? 
iiapriaoAinent of about £«e months.^ 

It may be acceptable to some readers to* 
feruse the following letter written by Robert \ 
Barclay not many days before his release^ 
This letter, witbthe petition before mentioned,. 
frobably cofitribated to his liberation. 

•To James Sharp, Archbi*hop of Su 
' Aodrewn (jw calfed.)t 

^My being personally unknown to tbeei haUii 

^J^tnt* flksM. Also Vtcaoiffif . 37* 
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hindered me to give way to that pressure of 
mindy whereby I have felt myself oftentimes 
moved to write to thee^ because I was loth 
to trouble thee : but since there is an addresr 
intended to be presented to the council^ at 
the first sitting) in. behalf of me and my 
friends, I could no longer forbear upon this 
occasion^ to^gnify unto thee what hath beea 
upon my mind for some time towards thee^ 
The address itself will inform thee, how we 
have been upwards of a year imprisoned, and 
the goods of many poor people miserably 
spoiled ; of which thou art said to be the 
chief and principal author; and that the 
attempting to persecute us, as well as the pro« 
secution of it, doth proceed from thy influence^ 
as being done either at thy express desire, or 
by some others, in hopes thereby to gratify, 
thee. How far thou art truly guilty thereof* 
thine own conscience can best telh Surely 
such practices (if thou hast, either direcdjr or 
f indirectly, had a band in them) wiU.Aeither 
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^commend thee to God nor good men. I 
f presume thou lookest upon it- as thy chief 
■^ honour, to be reputed a Christian bishop, do* 

* riving thy authority from Christ and his 
^ apostles : but they nerer gave warrant for any 
^ such doings, being preachers and practisers of 

* patience and suffering, but never of perso- 
' cudng, or causing to rob any of their good^ 

* or liberties, for theur conscience sake*. And 
^long after, even several aentunes, the primi- 
^ tive bishops abhorred and detested such pro- 

'•' ' ceedings* Hence the excellent and zealous 
^ Athanasitts,.that '< itu the devUU wortf and 
'^ not God* if ta force men^s cotuciencei i** a£irm« 
ing, << that the blasphemous jfrians (who were 
^* the first bearing the name of Christians, that 
^ used that practice) have learned so to do, mt 
. M of God, But the devil and his angels." Considc* 
' *• rable are the testimonies, Tertullian, Haesiusy 

* Hilarius, Jerom, and others, have given lo 
< the same truth.; so that Ambrosius declares^ 

'"^that going into France^ ^ be refosed nU £9iih 



^ mrndnuim 9vki sneh ^3^p§i ihml k»i mnf 
^fdlovhh^ with fk^e ^im itagk m dntn^y 
^fBen sueH at ««rv defm^ed fmm ike fiM**^ 

* I ccMifew Ac Uoody bi^ic^ of Rome gavt 
^^Itrge pMeeitoit^ nf such ^otaons^ hat I 4Bp 
Apote di<^ «ut iMi aiH(bkixM»^ be nulled 
-^ Mbong themi or to b^ aaknltfttor of them in 
^'that ptspect. How fan tbpa ait jistifiafale, in 
^lliy ooACurriag witit» «r adtrisiog tbe pcise- 
*€iitioa of die^J?lPe0bjteriaa diMemers^at is ndt 
^ my bttsiaen to iietenDiBe4 bttt I am confident 
^tbou ait «^itting k ihoidd be jodgedt that thy 
^ Bodobg «^iMt tlieniy is not i&eitti)r for thehr 
^^onscianeey. In* beciafte th^ pdnciples do 
^iMtm«!ly,. or Doseseadly, uof^j an^iiiiiovaLtioii 
*in die 8tate> aad ihff0ao$^ ma r believir^ 
*f)ot ottly mtlkuy ^mistance j/mtf p9 pnotect 

* tiiemtelves against antiiorhyy b«t also an offen* 
^ sire endeaivefur-to t«r& out 4lMif^aiip«nort| and) 
^ MtaUisk fkeissoivee in da^ ^vcrttoowy^ bodt* 
^ lawfol and laadabk, as their practioe hatbs 
fuSbsku^jkmifM^fmoiL Sat 9lH»ilil$t tlum. 
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-^prfifdiie «or praetioes cam %e ^IMgedy h^tf 
^■otAj tbe simple exercise Qf-tlieir conecknce^^ 
'-iTDufd fiot that ^1^ pkntiM oecasioB fdr 
such as ck^ire is> vepPMeift 'tby oAer acdeiir 
with 4^ ^wor^ aspect, t^ s^ovy ^wdatever 
thaa -pfetcadeft «f ^^ ^tate^ aecaritjr* yet 
-Aoa art a ^erseeutor of pwe ^enseieKe ;- 
nnce thoa showest ^trfvAf'-wich- agaiast lliMe^ 
against iviiomy the lenner reasoM do fi6t 
hold"?' And «ufe}y it ivoakt seem -iliat the^ 
ner^ ««#. -peaGeaUlB ^kioi|ies tafce ^aie 
•among ^9tl>er ^semevs^i thy ^nteeest v3I be 
inere seciife z: mbif^ h a cozmdera^ii not 
^'tmwerthy cf ^y notieey as deaenring thy 
fiiTOfirable aSspect ^emiidi us-. Perhaps itbt- 
Tidlence fit iserend *of thepreadieps,. ast'SOfflie- 
^ma^isirates keve, Ifom whom our aaffermga 
-onginally do fLoWy may at firsti tiew 'seem 
aeceptaMe to-iSvee,. as faithftd friends as well 
*ia the -public as to tiijr- iatercst k and ta- 
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,^ doubt they judge vith themselvoB, that thqr 
ingratiate themselves with thee, ii^ sa doipg*: 
yet didst thou know them as well as some of 
us do, thou mightst think it no great ab- 
surdity to concludei as well from their prac- 
tices as principles, that they would be no less 
ready .to give thee this same treatment, had 
they but opportumty of doing it ; and rejoice 
more in it, as a great service both to God 
and the kirk of Scotland: however that is 
now out of their reach, they make what use 
of the law they can, both to execute their 
malice on us, and flatter thee> at this juncture. 
In short, we have more thaa reason to be- 
lieve, that if thou oppose thyself to this 
our address, it wijl not be granted; and if 
thou show thyself moderate and flexible, it 
will not be denied ; as no mean persons have 
hinted unto us : so as the one will be an evi- 
dence of thy moderation, the other will be a 
tefHmony of thy inclinations to persecute. I 
wish then» for thy «ake ^ weU as ours,, that 
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*'dus occamnce rather commend diee thai ' 
^^scommeod thee: and thou mayst assure 
< thyself, that the utmost rigour that can be 
^ used to us shall never be able to make us de« 
^ part from that living precious truth, that God 
^ in his mercy hath revealed unto us, and by ua 
^'is embraced; nor yet firight us from the pub* 
^ lie profession of it, yea, though we should be 
^pursued to death itself; which, by the grace 

* of God, we hope chearfully to undei^o'for 
' the same ; and we doubt not, but God would 
^ out of our ashes, raise witnesses who should 
^ outlive all the violence and cruelty of man. 
*< And albeit thou thyself shouldst be most 

• inexorable and violent towards us, thou mayst 

* assure thyself^ not to receive any evil from us 

• therefore ; who, by the grace of God, have 

* learned to suffer patiendy ; and with our 

• Lord and Master Jesus Christ, to pray for 
^ and love our enemies : yet as thy so doing to 
f an innocent and inoffensive people, would be 
fan irreparable loss to thy reputation; so te 
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^'ditt Gtid df tntth$» wliflttii we ienre «kb 
^iprksy. ifi die gospeIx)£ his- Sdiiy.iuid to- ndbdnf 
f Teftgoaace belongs^ wt kave it, "vHo witt ctC'9 
< taittly ih. hi$ owB ttmls and vra^^ rereoge Ml* 
f quirrd^ nfihoae dveadfnlrjndgmeQts. 9htla}«b1itf 
4 mofte* teniUe to thei;^ asdL mMt more juttljf 
« tnr be fieared; thaai tfresw^iD assatnitsorseaaee 
f assassinatbiis of thj othec omtagvausts. Tkstt 
f tfarou ma3fst prevont bodbt the one snii di^ 
% cither, bj a Chmtiiaa modenuifioa^ suitable td 
^ the cj&cc then lapt claim te, k the desire oQ 
♦ Thy $oul'« well' wisher^ 

Prom the ChspelPrison o^ 
AberdeeDy the 20th of the 
Jiiritt montby 1677. 

It may&e obseired that Rtf^&tr Sarclay^ 
Im this letter, speaks of the uapitlsonment a} 
iiaving been of a year's duration ; which cannot 
ht true, of the tertn of his own confinemeitt* 
He must tJierefore refer to his fi^low-prisonef Sy ^ 
^ho had been generally taken up in the first 
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<paa^ of the frocediog year. Wkli rqgar A to 
tbe ayrhbiab^Pii it u. pc«pable that he relemec^ 
^ou|^ the aothor of some sihort imemoirs of 
Patu> and Robii.t Bi&clay^ (printed at 
^btfsdteaii^ 1740) is DOt of this Qpinton, nor 
^QOithd d^arsKter of Sharp much support it.* 
Tho shafts liffed pvotestaat episcopacy of Scot- 
l|iiid» 1999 preveBt seme reaxkra horn recollec* 
t^ thaCt ^ thia time,, the ecfAesiaatkal gOTenw 
QMitl «f the church of thajt cosntry was vested 
ija bisfapps^ and that the eity called St. Andrews 
^1^ the metropolitan see. It appears hj 
SAikCX*A.Y!s letter diat Archbishop Sharp had 
^eea rigprous towards the preAyterians, who 
i^rmed the bulk of the community in Scotland. 
His coiuihiet however .met with a severe return^ 
for he was murdered in a barbarous manner aa 
ho w^ crossing a moor^ on his oeturn from a 
fitting of the council^f 

* Ste Barnet'* Hiitory of hitowft timet) anno 1670. 
#St«Janict^ BMtoryi anno i679f.£dit. Svo. 1724, VoU i\. p. t^S* 
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lt,OBEitT Barclay had not long recorered.' 
Iiis liberty before be again travelled southward^ 
for we find^ him at. London in the 3d inonth< 
(May), at which time he had^ by appointment^ 
and ^^ his own request, a conference witlii 
William Rogers, of Bristol,'^ who had joined 
some separatists in Westmoreland in opposition 
10 the discipline of the Society, Barclay's 
Anarchy of the Ranters had been written^ m 
great measm-e, for the support of discipline. 
It was therefore natural that such a book and 
its author should attract the censure of Rogers* 
They met, however, in the presence of many 
friends; and, what is not very common in such 
debates, the conference was conducted with 
calmnefs and moderation ; and was followed by 
the acknowledgment of Rogers, that he had 
misapprehended a part of Barclay's bdok. 
Rogers however still continued his contro- 
Tersy with friends; and even wrote again ia 

* <yO«tgh'i Htttory of the People called Qaakers, Yol. iii. f. i4l* 
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«^^>csition to Robert Barclay's book;* so 
that probably^ not to his yielding temper^ but 
to the moderation and calmness of Barclay's 
way of treating him, may be attributed his 
ciioBcessions on this occasion. 
' The 3rear in which Robert Barclay 
was released from prison, be accompanied 
William Penn in a part of the religious visit to 
HoQand and Germany, of which there is an 
account published by Penn. They embarked 
the 26th of the 5th month (July) i6']'jf in 
company with George Fox and some other 
friends. Robert Barclay was with them 
at Rotterdam and Amsterdam. At the latter 
place was held a general meeting of the friends 
of the United provinces, in which many matters 
were settled and agreed on, relating to the 
discipline of the Society of Friends, and adapt* 

* Cough's Hist iii< 16, 17. Cough says, erroneoiisIy» (p. 14) 
that the Anarchy of the Ranters was written on account of the 
divemkmt in Westmoreland. See Barclay's Works, fol. p. asB. 

-f Peon's Workst a voI« foU Life of the Author prefixed. 

D 
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ic4 to Aek coodi^oai^ 4l^>8e xquMrie^ iMi^ 
x^jhort uajr at Asasiox^mt ^hcy, pro^edeii |^ 
:HqrwevdeDy ..ttke refftde|i^«| aC Elizabeth ;tbf 
I^Qjmss pala^iac;, Thff prigapa^foAyjoat pf tfadr 
journey thither w^ to i4^l dli^ pm^ceaSy. mi 
^na Maria de Hornes* €;oiuH^s9 oC Hi^tnesy 
jwha waa her intimaifce zcf^mk^tam^ who f«» 
^ed ;pMch m h^ hoiiBAf s^i wasy .as wett as 
Jbecse]£,r a womaa sf i^ag after th^ b^st thiBg9» 
jaod. a favourer of such (sajfs Pe9^),a8 separat;e 
jthenselyes, from the worlds £(K the sake of 
ri^teou$De3s*. 

. They were received by the princess find her , 
friendy^ the day aiter their arrival, about seven 19 
jdie morning. Their visit appears tp have beea 
SL religious meeting, which lasted uU elerest 
and in which all the friends were engaged is 
testimony,* The princess invited them to dine 

* By this phrase is to be understood that each of the visitors 
thought kittsdf reqiAred to preach in (he meeting. Such declara* 
f ions are Called testimonies liecause tliey bear witness, or testify t9 
thatwhieh the speaker feels in himself. See on thissubject Barclay's 
Apol^jF* 9Mp««itkgi KW i 7^ V* »4< ^ ^* ^ 89* 
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^irifii hetf lAich thqr declned ; but ai tSiey 
tdeared tiother meetiag^ she appointed twd 
iMock in tdbe ftfterneon. Such were the early 
iMiBit tlKH ohserred* aA^t this meeting several 
%ere fftseot besides the princess and coontess* 
It eoiMutted dii near seven in the evenings 
Williaii Penn thns speaks of k« < Tbe eternal 
"^ WfOfd allowed itself a hammer t&Is day : yea 
"^ aliarperiiiaait t^vo>«dged swoid, dividing asun- 

* dar between d^ aonl and the spirit, between 

* the jotnts and the maiirow.*— Well, let my 

* right hand forget its cunning, and my tongue 

* dieate to the roof of my mondi, when I shall 

* lerget l3ie ioving^kindhess of the Lord, and 
^ the smrt mercies &f our God> to us his travd<- 
^ Hng servants that day«' 

The following day, they paid twoiristts at this 
^tle cotiit ; and the day after, which was the 
first day of the Weeky they held there a meet- 
%g s^ointed at two o'clock by the direction 
of the princess ; at which were present others 

D a 
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besides those of her household* Among other 
things, Penn says of this meetings * Thequick- 

* ening power aad life of Jesus wrought, and 

* reached them ; and vittue firom Him in whom 

* dwelleth the Godhead bodily, went forth.* 
A£er this meeting, which held till late in the 
evening, the vimers took their leave ; b«t not 
before they had been witnesses of the tender 
disposition of mind of the princess; who; 
attempting to set forth her sense of the power 
and presence of God prevalent among them,' 
could not proceed, but turned herself to the 
window, and said ; < My heart is full, I cannot^ 
< speak to you.* The next day Robeut 
Barclay left the company, and returned to 
Amsterdam. It appears that kts return home 
was by way of London. On the road he 
wrote a letter ^o :the princess ; which, as it 
^ves some account of bis immediate circle of 
friends at Aberdeen, and contains other matters 
worthy of xemarki is liere inserted. 
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^ . . * Th«obaIdib neir Londoni 

tftth of the 7tb mo. 1677. 

« Dear Friend^ 
r * By thy letter of the last of the month past, 

* I understood that the friends were with thee, 
« and was refreshed by the account they gave 

* me of thy kind and Christian entertainment 

* of them (they having overtaken me in Hol- 

* land). God will not be wanting to reward thy 

* love, as well as to increase the same* Finding 

* no ready passage straight to Scotland, I came 

* over here ; and albeit I had no- great expecta- 

* lion of success, I resolved once more to'try 
^ thy cousin the duke of York.f So I told 

* him, that I understood from Scotland, not- 
' withstanding Lauderdale was there, and had 

* promised, ere he went, to do something, yet 
*• our friends' foes were rather increased; and 
*-.that now there was only one thing to be done» 

* which I desired of him. ; and that was, to write. 

* effectually to the duke of Laudierdale, in that 

* style wherein Lauderdale might understand^ 

* Memoirs, p. 44. t AAcrward9 Jamcftsd* 
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« that lie vfts feriOus in the bufinefs, and did 
' really intend the thing he did write cdtfcern- 

* iskg ihoM take effect : which I knew 'he 

* might do, and I supposed the other might 

* answer ; which if he would do^ I nmst acknow- 

* ledge as a great kindness. But if he did write, 
^ and BOt ia that manner, so^ that the other 
' might not suj^KJise him to be serious, I would 

* rather he would excuse himself the troubie ;. 
' dedring witbal to excuse my plain manner of 
' dealing, as being different from court way of 
'soliciting: all which he seemed; to tak« in 

< good part, and said he would so write, as I 

* desired, for my father and me, but not for the 
^ general.* So he hath giyeh me a letter r 

< whether it may prove effectual or not, I can- 

* Meaning the persecuted friend* of Aberdeen in general. 
Jamet ad ha> been accused of pretending to be the champion of 
liberty of coaTciencCy- for the aAt of opening away M the cstiAlish* 
inent of tiie Ctatholic party. This limhaitoa of his good offices to 
the Barclays only» and his refusal to interest himself for the relief of 
the sufferers in genera!> doet, indeed} favour the opinion that h« 
WM a time Krvcr, and not a real friend to liberty of confcicncc* 
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*fMW wcWfflUflM!) bvt of ^iit ttiou iffiiyst near 

* bttufyer* I am now entered into my joor- 

* fiey, and intend to paiss by the way of Raglcy. 

* Wkat tfaOn wiiteat of the counsellor ,of the 

* Sector, and the odier preachers^ is rery tc^ 
^ cepUkUe to me to bear ; whose joy it is, to 

* nodttrstand that the eyes of any are opened to 

* Me the tnuh as it is in this day revealed ; ai 

* it thoiild be nmch more, to hear that any 

* came into that universal obedience which 
^ the life and power thereof lead to : which 

< life and power, as they are felt in the inward 

* partt are more than all the words that can be 

* ^l&en ; of which I know thou hast, at some 
'.times^ not been iBsnnsd^le ; and iberefcMre my 

* soul^ desire for thee is, that tlioa mayst morit 

* and more come out of all that which cumbers^ 

* to feel lliii Yiitne of truth to operate in, and 

* redeem fhy soul from all the difficnlties tha^ 

< do or may attend tFM:e. This, in the natore 

* of it, it is powerful to do, albeit thy ttmpta- 
' lioB^ were both greater and more mxmerou* 
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* tlian they are; if received by thee m the Jove 

* of it^ and with a heart fully resigned to obey it^ 
^ in all its re<]uiriDgs ; without consulting with 
' flesh and blood, or tturning by the plain and 

* simple leadings thereof by wise and fleshly rea^ 

* sonings, which will never admit of the govem- 

* ment and rule of the cross of Christ ; as thou 

* well knowest and wilt, not refuse to acknow* 

* ledge, and therefore art the more concerned 

* to watch against it in thy own particular,, as 
' I hope in measure thou dost, and my heart's 

* desire is. 

* Thou mayst make mention of my dear and 
^ tender love to Anna, whose servant, as also 
^ the French woman, I forget not. To Anna 

* I thought to have written apart, but must 

* now leave it until another opportunity. If 
*.thou seest meet to salute that counsellor of 

* the elector in my name, thou mayst do it. I 

* shall add no more at present,* but that I am, 

* Thy real and unfeigned friend, 

* Robert Barclay.' 
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:- lo fermiflg this compihtiooy no occurrence 
has been foand recorded of Robert Barclay, 
firon^ the date of the foregoing leuer till the 9th 
month (Nov.) 1679, when he was again taken,* 
with several other friends, from the meeting at 
Aberdeen, and committed to prison. This con- 
finement was not only of short duration, as they 
were released in about three hours, but it 
proved the last on this account; for from that 
period the religious meetings of Friends at 
Aberdeen, were held without any molestation 
from the magistrate. The well known interest 
which Robert Barclay possessed at court, 
might in part restrdn them from further per- 
secution ; and the constancy of the sufferers 
could scarcely fail of producing an effect favour- 
able to the end for which they suffered ; the 
liberty of assembling to worship God> in the 
way they believed to be most acceptable to him. 
In this year, i679,f Robert Barclay 
obtained a charter from Charles 2d. under the 

' * fietM. f Mcmoirii p. 48. 
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freat seal^ erecting bis fandt of U17 Inti z 
Free Barcmy, wtth civil and critniaal jomdic* 
tioOf to him and his heirs.* Ths charter iwas 
afterwards ratified by aa act of parikment; 
the preamble oi which states it to be * for 

* the maliy serrkes done by Cobnel David 
< Barcky* and his sdn, the uid Robee'T 

* BAiicLAYi to the king and his most royal 

* progenitor^ in tinies past^' The btrony, haw^ 
ever, with all similar jurisdictions^ was extin- 
goished) oa the altersattoil made in the system 
of the goveniaient of Scbtland.f 

In the year 16794 ^^ ^^^ visited HoUaad ; 
but of this tisit no pamookrs have been made 

* It seems remaskablc that R. amrcikf shcwM wish to encumber 
himself with the administration of either criminal or civil justice, 
at a time tvheft many of its laws And fortns were incoYvsiAeat with 
the pofcssioa h« wa» Hakiag* Hb moctvet prabti>l)r were, the ex* 
fetation of possessing s«me pecsoaal privUegev and the hope of 
freventing» in some instances, the refetence of causes to the dcei^ 
slon of IcM upright judges. 

f ^ Aiet 90f Ceo. s. cap. 43. 
t Mcooin, p. iS, * 
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ffuUic* Some tesiieo cariied him tiie next 
y«ar m Bdinborgh ; wai, on this occasioiiy Jbe 
fl>6ceife4 a ^ndly letter from tke Duke of 
Yerkt Md two odien from the Eftrl of I^rtfau 
These fettert aiark the writem' re^)ea aod xe» 
gaxd £bf RosB&T Ba«cxat : hut as tiMy do 
■ot explsia ha. employMeoty at the time the;^ 
were wfitttOy it is^ not aecessary to psxseat 
them to Ac tQtder* Ao extract of one of them 
firom the E&rl of Perth^ may, bowerer, be 
wofth attention* It is as follows.—^* I ao» 

* glad to hear from yeu ; and should be mucb 

* more so to do you asy semce» I hope you 

* Mieve better thiogsof me^ thoA that I voidd 

* be much diiapfioimed with the iasitj^ity of 

* humian condition. I do not look xxposk any 

* ihifig here as so fixed as to be worthy of too 
^ much concern, Of capi^k to bcax weight. I 

* will resolve to be what God pleases, a plowmaa 
^ or a courtier, or what else may be most fds 

* his honour** 
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In 1682,* RoBBjtT Barclay was again in 
London* He was then appointed governor of 
East Jersey in North America, by the proprie«. 
tors of that province, of whom his friend the. 
Earl of Perth, was one. He was also him-, 
self made a proprietor ; and had allotted to him* 
5000 acres of land above his proprietary share,f ; 
that he might grant them to others at his plea-, 
sure* These were inducements -held out fon 
his accepting the government. Charles ad. 
confirmed the grant of the government ; and 
the royal commission states that ' such are his 
^ known fidelity and capacity,, that he has the 
^ government during life ; but that no other 
< governor after him shall have it longer than* 
^ for three years.' He had also authority to 
appoint a deputy-governor, with a salary of 
Sout. hundred pounds per annum, a sum equal* 

i The words of Che * Mtmoirt' are • To induce him ta accept 

• thereof, they gifted him a propriety, xtith five thousand acres 

* mtrtf for him to bestow as he should think fit.' P' 51. 
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to iL thousand poundS| or more, according to 
the value of money at the present time. It 
does not appear that any salary was annexed to 
the station which he himself filled,, so that pa* 
tronage, father than riches, appears to have 
been the irimiediate effect of the grant. In con- 
sequence of his newly acquired power, he ap- 
pointed Gawen Laurie, a merchant of London^ 
deputy-governor ;♦ but he never visited the 
province himself. His brother John,-!- the 
colonel's second son, settled in East Jersey ; 
and the third son, Robert's youngest brother, 
a youth of great hopes, died on the voyage, in 
which he had embarked with a similar intention. 
This was the son, whom David Barclay, on his 
death-bed, spoke of with particular affection.^' 
The reader will recollect that David Barclay 
had been induced by John Swinton, a fellow 

*<rhe naie G. Laurie, to whom, jointly with William Peim and 

KicoIa9 Lucas, West Jersey had been auigned fm: the benefit of 

the creditois of Bylinge, the proprietor. Morse's American Geo> 

jjraphy. 

f Memoirs, 53. X See page to. 
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pAMtt « the easde of Edsbbur^t to ebusidt 
flte i!d(gM>u9 j^laeij^en of Friends.* This John 
S^toa had been attatated i)y the parittiMiil 
of Sc«ft]afKi» pifor to the Overthrdw of the tepi 
governiH^it $ i^> on its re*eBtaUishment, eom* 
mitted to prison in co&sequeoce of that attain^ 
der.f b the nean time he had adopted the 
profession of Friends } ^ad when at length he 
was brought to trial)- afid called on to show 
cause why he shoiild Qot receive sentence ac^ 
cording to his attainder, he waved some strong 
and' valid pleas in point of Jaw, which he might 
have made ; and itplied^ that at the time his 
crimes were impated to him ^ he was in the 
^ gaU of bitterness, and bond of iniquity ^*' bat 
^ that, God having since called him to the 
< light, he saw and acknowledged his past 

* errors ; and did not refuse to pay the forfeit 

* of them, even though (in the opin ion of his 

* judges) this should extend to his life.' He 

* page 8t t Bio£. Brit. Barclay* 
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aeKbrareaor teamvfaitgAiiAa lung** mere^ 
And his Mtk vas jntamiif-btm it it pfobaUt 
dat Im esuteSf which^imre fiirfeited .at tlM 
Aestontion,, waie not mtoocd to hioi ^ ancc 
we fiad RoBStiiNBAaci^AYi toon after hit re* 
torn front Loodnt iot xitta,^ atsittiog Swinton 
isitli his interest and pn3| it £di«biir^ : thot 
afisweriag practically and freely the aposcoKc 
expoftuiation (i Cor. ix« ii.), by permitting 
SwiQto4tti'eaf camd tfaiogs, who had tpwn 
^piritnal fftinga ta his famtly. 
' The «9faMunder of the life of RoBtar 
Barclay is not marked with many instances 
of public action* Much of it appears to hare 
been passed in tranquility, and ia the bosom of 
his family; - yet he occasionaBy made some 
jovrneys to promote his private concerns, to 
-serve his relations and nd^boors, or to main- 
tain the cause of his brethren in religious prot* 
fesiottw On his return from a journey to the 
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nel^boarhood of London^ where he bad been 
settliog his son at the boarding schooly then 
kept by George Keith, at Theobalds in Hert* 
fordshire, his life appears to have been in 
some danger from die attack of a highway* 
man.^ His wife had observed him in the 
morning to be more pensive than usual, and he 
told her that he believed some uncommon trial 
would that day befal the company; which 
consisted of himself, his wife, her brother, and 

• 

Aarent Sonmans, a Dutchman, formerly a 
merchant in Holland, but then resident in 
Scotland. When the robber presented his 
pistol^ Robert Barclay calmly asked him 
* how he came to be so rude,' and took him by 
the arm ; on which the robber let the pistol 
drop, and offered him no further violence : 
but his brother-in-law was rifled ; and Sonmans 
received a mortal wound in the thigh, though 
it was bought, rather accidentally than by 



de&gb. He ^ed at Stilton z(cw days after* 

Robe'r^ Barclay about tlilsiSme* afpcari 
to liave been attentive to the welferie of East 
Jersey, fey shipping provisions, and engaging 
Indented servants, at Aberdeen, th the year 
iSili^y he was again in London; where he 
"employed Mmself in many acts oF friendship, 
laoih to hfs brethren in religious profession, and 
io others. He had frequent access to the king 
{james 2d.)f who showed bim marks of great 
fri&ndship ; as he had done before his accession. 
wTiatever might have been the principles of" 
James, Barclay, probably influenced by the 
])e'rsohal kmdness he received from him, seems 
to have thought him sincere in his professions 5 
and to have conceived a r^al regard for the 
imsguided ^nd imprudent monarch, 

fn I '686 J he was much solicited by George 
J'ok and sofne othfer friends, who knew his 

* Memoirs, p. ja. "^ V* it* t P- S^ 

E 
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interest at courts to come again to London^ 

• . .' . ." ' • • • ' 

and employ hinlself on behalf of the society. 

Though the juncture Iq which their application 

' •. ' • ■ ■ ■ * 

was made, was not a time of persecution, (for 

'. ■ ' ' ■ ■ • . 

that had ceased on the accession of James 2d,) 
jfet the legal incapacity of our friends in conse 
quence of their re&sing to swear ; and the 
ruinous processes, which were generally insti- 
tuted against them for tithes, even of small 
amount ; together with the little security which 
they felt, whilst the penal laws were only sus- 
pended by a power which they knew to be in- 
competent.; all these considerations naturally 
induced them to desire that their ease might 
rest oh a surer basis. That they really looked 
to parliament for a radical redress of their 
wrongs, appears by the following clause of the 
address from the Yearly Meeting in J687. 
♦* We hope the good effects thereof (the king's 
* declaration of indulgence} may produce such ' 

* Gmgh, Vol. iii. p. 194. 



67 

m 

^a ^encorrence from the parliament 2$ will 
•secure it to our posterity.*' AsBardaji ia 
compliance with the request of Fox and his 
fi:tends, left home in the Second month (April) 
that year, there is little doubt that he was pre« 
sent at the Yearly Meetings which was sitting 
the 19th of the Third month, as appears bf 
the date of the address. 

The applications of the friends in London 
to Robert Barclay, had been made many 
months before he concluded to come to that 
city, and soon after the accession of the king. 
It may not be improper to insert, on this oc<* 
cauon, part of the letter ftom George Fox» 
with a postscript written by two other friends^ 
as testimonials of their love, and of 4}he «ense 
which his friends had of his usefulness, and 
alacrity in serving the c»ise >he 'had espoused. 

*Thi$ addresi is partienlarly mentionedi becante a ipurlooi OM 
to James zd, has been attributed to tbe Qaakers. 
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• > 
* « Edmonton, 19th of the 5tb aaonthf t689^ 

' * The occasion of my writing to thee at this 

' tirtie is, that Friends were vtry sensible of the 

. . ^ . ■■■■,•■ ■*••■'■. 

* great service thou hadst concerning the Truths 

^ with the king and all the court ; and that thou 
hadst their ear more than any friend, when 
here, and freedom and liberty on Friends* and 
Truth's behalf. And how, dear Robert^ 
we understanding that the occasion of thy 
sudden return concerning the condition thy 
wife was in, being now over by her being de- 
livered, I desire thee, and it is the desire of 

several other friends, that, whilst the door is 

•1 . 
open and the way so plain, thou wouldst be 

pleased to come to London with speed, or as 

• " . • • * • 

soon as may be» There- is a great service in 

' ■ ■• 

thy coming, upon several accounts, more than 
1 shall mention at this time ; and so I hope 
the Lord wiU incline thy heart to weigh and" 
consider thy service in it. . „ 



\ 
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^<Th^.t9rltf|in. deakre of G«orge Fox is ahoi 
'.the; desire «f u«^ and vn t&infe of aH th« 
^&ieMfekere.: we d^ercfave hope thou will ck^ 
S tihe Headfiil thordik 

' ir "V^tg are t]^y r^aT fficnJs, 

* John Osgood, 
... » • 

* Frjlncl&Camfibld.* 

. - 
Let not any reader be so fastidious as to con- 

I 

tcmn the simple stile of George Fox. Thougfi 
unlettered, he posstsaed a sound jjidgment- and< 
a quick apprehension. But had he been, an4i 
were many more of the advocates for the in- 
ward llglit of Christ, and for a self denying^ 
fife> deficient in acuteness of understanding,r 
this would, not detract from^ their virtue, nor 
from the purity and excellence of religion. If 
Ae ol6ce«' of TtfKgidn' aTeoftert'filled'bypcn'Sdhs 
mot distinguished by superior mental acquisi- 
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tions,*.one cause of it may be, the too frequept 
refusal of talents and learning to besd^in fob- 
jection; to the humbling power of the ctq^. 
It seems <liificuHr to quit this subject without 
expressing an ardent wish, that, amidst the 
career of prosperity, and the captivating charms^ 
of indulgenccy some reader may. b^ found, who 
may be willing here to pause ; to consider, with 
Barci^ay, < that the height of all happiness 

* is pkced in the true knowledge of God ;'f 
knd to inquire seriously of the Divine witness 
in the heart, * Am I really concerned to ob- 

* tdn, and to preserve this knowledge; or^ is 

* it the vdiole, or the chief,, business of my life» 

* to pursue things of a temporal nature V 

During this time of Robbrt Barcla-t's 
abode in the metropolis, he presented to the 
king an address of acknowledgment from the 
general meeting of Friends at Aberdeeq» fit 

* Sec a rieiDvkable CMe, in Apol. Piiop. to, $ 19, towards the tnL . 
Sec alio \ 83, for Barclay's own experience. 

•f Apol. Prop. a« 
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ahoT iri8ite<i the seven bishops, then coafined m' 
the To/wer for having refused to distribote* in 
their respective dioceses, the king's dedaratioa 
for liberty of conscience; and for having repre- 
sented to the king the grounds of their objec- 
don to the measure. The popular opinion was 
in favour of the bishops :♦ yet the former seve^ 
rities of some of that order against dissenters, 
particulady against Friends, occasioned some 
reflections on them; which, coming to the 
knowledge of the imprisoned bishops* they de« 
dared thai the Quakers intd ieSed thetttf By iy- 
forting that they bad been tbe death of sotnem 
Robert Barclay being informed of this de- 
claration, went to the Tower; and gave the 
btihops a well substantiated aocoont of some 
^rsons having been detained 4n prison till 
d<^th,. by order of bishops, though they had- 
been, s^prized of the danger by physicians whooi 

«GoDgh,VoLiii.p. 198. 



^ere wot. C^u^er§.* ^t^ bowcYCi^ ob0ei:rj^ 
to the bishops, th^t. it was by. no mgaA^i t{ie Jjgir 
tentipn o£ Friends to publish suph w^ots* «a4- 
thereby give the king, .apjj. their oJtfeej: *di^«i;s»f 
riesy any a4^^ta£e ^gai^ist t)>,em. 

Robert Barci^a.x was io I<.oacLoB. for th|^ 
last time in. the mew>rabk year i^5?.t Hff 
Ti$it.e4 Jftmes s^.; a&(i bqjag wi^ bim,iiear % 
wiDdo\ir, the Igng Iqojie^ Put^ atfid, obsei^e4» 
th^t < th,^ wiQ4 y»s tj)ea fyk foF th% |iriapj%9( 

* Orange tocojpe OTE^r^* |^o^;5B,i; B4^QiK4K 
replied * it w;|^ h^d that no ^pe.4iA!H 

* coi^ld bQ fai(ad to^ s^sfy the .fieqgl^' Ti^ . 
kiQg declared * he wpuld d^, apy, Uiipg-beoQiyr 

* ing. a geatleinaxiy, es^cej^; PM^i^g widji, lil)ii^Q( 

* of consdeDce, whiph 1)^ sever ^yulfl/u^)^. 
<he Uv;edt' At this tin^e '^jll^l^.y tf^f^% 

* Tfaisjras a period of iMtteattcC wMch Im* gWen pta<e to it tto^4 - 
cfdigt|te9<yUl4cCI«rbU«&t«mi«i. It ia.bntjuttiMJtoti7f.tta«4lM» 
clerjry in general posseu a liberality of icDtinent, very difftrcat 
fron the spirit of that day. 



loallbrre-Qf the king^ Cor- whose ttouUef hq 
was. Qwch coAceriK^f' and* with whpm he ha^ 
^a sewaraL tinier e&gagpcl in: s^ftou 4^^<'<^>^^i^^ 
oa tfaepcMt»p» of affaiis ac iJbot ti^ie* 

A(t<i; be r^tw^ed fsom London, ho. ip«a% 
tdie r«nai|>d»o£hi8 li&y beiog about two yeasg,* 
chiefly it home; where he enj^ytd the e$teeB» 
aadicegardofhiit ^eighboHTf, iio^.thjei: comforts 
o£ done^d aociet^. la the yonr 1699^ h^ 
accoaiqyaued; Jmes Dkltuisoo, a^mioister froii» 
Cofuhnj^lidy. in a religiotxs Ymttaawat part» 
%f ter nordt of ScotlancE^r ^nd sooit aftec hisi 
seinca fronB this visit, he waa seizod with n 
-makfH §e^K!Ff whlcfay ih^ a shoit time^ put ai 
period, to hitJ life., Jbnes Dickinson, was withi 
Mtt at the tuneof his illnear. tt was a solemn 
seasbii'^ aad their spirits were deeply affected 
with.a!9efUiiBo£the:Diidnegood1r)ess« Rosaaif 
BiMCiJAVS fdtottgtr nNtch- oppressedtby^^e di»* 
osxTefv was iVt- a truly resigned, peacefitti, and 
CSuristian frame (^ mind. He expressed bi» 
to?e to aOi ^tbSi, Frieoda. ia> £logltnd> and 
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to all thefkiiJifiil every wTiere ;^ pJtrtictJarly lor 
fnendsm Cttmberland where James DickinsOxf 
Te!^ded> and to George Fox, for whbni:4}e 
liad a special regard; ^andconclttdbd with these 
comfortable expresstons : * God is good still : 
^ and though I am an^ a: great weight of 

• sickness and weakness, yet my peace ffdws. 

• This I know, that whatever exercises may be 
^ permit^ to Cdme upon me» they shall tenc^ 

• to God's g^ory, and my salvation : and in 
•that I rest***~He died, the jd of the 8th 
month, (October,): in the year 169O) and in*- 
the 42d year of his age;- Hiy body waS' at* 
tended to the grave at Ury, by many of the nlosir 
nespectable parsons in tJie neighbourhood* - ' * 

Before the conclusion of this part of the 
account respecting Robeut BAR.CLAY,it wilib 
probably be agreeable to the reader, to survey 
the qualities and virtaies of this respectable man^. 
drawn together and pkped in %• single pobt of 

view. From the testimonies of George Fox^ 

% • • • 

* Fictf Promoted. Gottsb, 34 voL p« 247* 
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'W31iam ' Penoy I^itridc Liringttanti acf 
Andreitr' Jaffiay» men who kntw him well; 
and from his life and writings; the folfowi^g 
character of RioBEar Barclay is'fiuthfuUjr 
^lineated- 

He- was distingmshed by strong mental 
powers, particularly by great penetration, and a 
sound and accurate judgment. His talentr 
were much improred by a regular and classical' 
education. It does not, however, appear that 
his superior qualifications produced^ that elation- 
of mind, which is too often their attendant:* 
he was meek, humble, and ready to allow others' 
the merit they possessed. All his passions 
were under the most excellent gOTemment* 
Two of his intimate friends, in their character 
of him, declare, that they never kneyr him to' 
be angry. He had the happiness of early per- 
ceiving the infinite superiority of religion, to* 
every other attainment ; and Divine grace en- 
abled him to dedicate his life, and all that he 
possessed^ to promote the cau3e of piety and 
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« 

^rtue» For tke welfare of his fri«ids, he w 
siBcecel]^ aiid warn^y conci^ed.i asd ,|^ jtr»- 

velledyi ^d wrote much^ 33 well as sufered. 

.......*. * ■• 

cheerfiiJly, in support of the s<K:i«ty and the 
principles to which he had conscientiou3l;r 
^^ttached himself. But. tlus. waa not a bHnd 
and bigoted attachment. Hia zeal was, tensL-T 
pered witb charity ;. and. he loved, and respected 
goodness whejever he feuod it. His uncor-. 
rupted integrity and liberality of sentimeat^ . hLs, 
great abilities' and the suavity of his disposition^r 
gave him much interest with: persons of rank^ 
aad influence ; aad he employed it in a manner 
that marked the benevolence of his heart* He, 

. * * 

loved peace ; and was often instnimeatal in. 
settling disputes,, and ia producing reconciliaH 
tion. between' caotending parties. 

In t^ support aod pursuit of what he be*> 
Heved to be right, he possessed great fiEmtitfsSk 
of mind; which was-eairly. evincedrin the piousi 
and dutiful sentiment he exprossed to hisuncle^ 
who tempted him withr'grea^Q&i% ta cei&aiaiiii^ 



« fs ^y fitdhjer, {Mi4 ^y) find he mst be o( xy rf.» 
'An th^ 'fii^tcs liarfMMiiz^y anii are ^ocmeeteJi 
%i%ti <mft Btidiktir : ^is 4m Md f etohfte tfHik 
im tfi€ proseeiilsda of A\itf^"wxs imtted Wkt 
greae ^^atliy ittd <!tmip«ft6ii tmvardft ip^TMift 
im 9itBikSk<M9Lwi dkitm. They '^^e eMtoM 
by his tendernessy assisted by his advice, and 
occasionally relieved by his bounty. His spirit 
tual discernment and religious experience! <li* 
rected by that Divine influence which he valued 
above all things, eminently qualified him to in* 
struct the ignorant, to reprove the irreligious^ 
to strengthen the feeble minded, and to animate 
the advanced Christian to still greater degrees 
of virtue and holiness. 

In private life, he was equally amiable. His 
conversation was cheerful, guarded, and instruc- 
tive. He was a dutiful son, an affectionate 
and faithful hufband, a tender and careful 
father, a kind and considerate master. — ^With- 
tQut exaggeration, it may be said, that piety and 
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virtue wercTecommended b}r His exampk ; and 
tliaty though the period of his life was shorty he 
iiady by the aid of Divine grace, ^ost vrisely 
•and happily improved it. He lived long enoiugh 
to naanifesti in an eminent degiree, the temper 
and conduct of a Christian, and the. virtues and 
qualifications of a true minister of the GospeL 
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'fjii wriitfigf^the ttme knd motives ofihArpulU^ 

*~ ti^ion-'-^^d a hrief description of their contents* 

• ■• 

Robert Barclay's first appearance as an au-* 

thor, was about the 2id year of liis age. The 
work bears the following title : * Truth cleared 
< of calumnies : wherein a book entitled <^ A 
•• dialogue betw^een a Quaker and a stable 
•* Christian'* (printed at Aberdeen, and, upon 

* good ground, judged to be writ by William 

* Mitchell, a preacher hear it) is examined, and 
•the disingenuity of the author in his represent- 

* ing the Quakers is discovered ; their case 

* truly stated, cleared, idemonstrated, and the 

* objections of their opposers answered, accord- 

* ing to truth, scripture, and right reason.'* The 
Lepage bespeaks the intention of the woi%; 

.and it may be only necessary to add, that the 
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idkikigiie to which it is an answer, ^ecms to liave 
^en the result of -a controversy that had long 
li^en maintained t^et^eein jtHp friends in Aber- 
tieen, and some xSi^^c clergy $ the latter having 
codeavotrsd to represent .them* as holding^dec^ 
trines iiyurious to rel^tood The reader na^y 
£hd in Barclay's ' Truth cleared of Calam- 
^ nieSi' ^ome of those ^leading points of t^ 
doctrine of Friends, handled in-^ concise 
manner, wkkb are more di^sely treated ia 
^Ofl^e of his s^ibsequent worksk To this book ivas 
fuidedy in-the $ame year> ^ {}o$tscript, entitled 

* Some things of weighty concernment^ ~pro* 
f poaed in jneekness and lore, by way of que* 
f ries to the serious consideration of the inha^ 
^ bitants of Aberdeen; which may«Iso'be of 
^ use to 6uch' as are of |iie same mind witb 

* them elsewhere in this nation.' The ques* 
tions are twenty ia number. ' Some of then? 
poimtdly relate to the cemrover^ on f ooe f 
«>th^s are of a more general, nfiture j and att 
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iti, WoitH fke perUsal of iuch sis engage ia reji^ 

^oiis disptiies. 
Wm. TsiiichtUt CEe sufposed auihor of ibe 

iooi&yBQttS MUfialoguey' haying thought fit to 
€^jf to our author's * Truth cleared from 
pUiidmies,' gate him occasion to publish in 

i6j2* Us piece called ^ William Mitchell 
tJhmasEed; or the staggering instaUIity of 
th^ j^itendsd stable Christian discovered; 
his omissions pbsenr^dy and weakness unveiledy 
in his late fisunt and feeble animadversions, by 
W^ of reply to a book entitled ** Truth 
^cleared of Calumnies ;" wherem the integrity 
of the (fakers' doctrine is the second time 
^sti£ed and cleared from the reiterated cla- 
morous} but causeless calumnies of this cavil- 
ling catechist.' From such a title, a closer 

condict might be expected; and this we find 

#a8 the case. VTlUiam Fenn in his preface to 

Sarday's iforkst speaking of this book, observes 

• Atthetgeof 8|; 

r 
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that < the dispute rises high, and the contests 

* - - . ^ ■ 

* seenis sliarp and close ; but to every impartial 

* reader the advantage evidently runs on our 

* author's side, who appears rather zealous than 
^ heated, and sharper on his eniemy's matter 

* than person : for he rather pities his enemyji 
<.than triumphs over his weakness and envy. 

* Here, as in an exact draught, the reader 

* has an account, of the fabulous principle^ 

* given under our names, and those that we 

* really profess ; and the pleasurfi even men 

* pretendii\g to religion .take to render a poor 

* self-denying people that which .they. are not ; 

* as if they feared we should be in the right, or 

* hold principles nearer .to what they themselves 

* profess. to believe, than is convenient for their 

* interest with the people to allow ; lest that, 

* together with the, sobriety their X^«r] worst 

* enemies allow to be so conspicuous among 

* them [tfj], should give them [«j] too great 

* a credit with their hearers.* — The editor of 
the Biographia Britannica characterizing this 
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perfonnanoe of BAncLAVf says> * la tlus 
work our author discovers an amazing vjiriety 
of learning ; which shows how good a use he 
made^of his time at Paris, and how thorough 
a master he was of the scriptures, the fathers, 
and ecclesiastical history; and with how much 
^kill and judgment he applied them.' 
Jn these two books, namely * Truth cleared 
of Calomnies,' and * William Mitchell Un- 
•masked,' will be found the buddings of much 
of that sound argument, which afterwards 
grew to so vigorous a degree of strength in 
Barclay's famous Apology. 

Our author's next publication was a half 
sheet, entitled * A seasonable warning and 
* serious exhortation to, and expostulation 
*, with, the inhabitants of Aberdeen, concerning 
'5, this pre^nt dispensation, and day o( God's 
^living vbitation towards them.' From thi^ 
|)aper I have given an extract at page 22, re- 
lative to the author's message in sackclotlv 

F 2 
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Somr queries respecting that matter hwwlwg 
hecnr dkpersecf in Aberdceff, »fr ft&^weF to 
them \vzs zha published, which appears ts a 
postscript to the * Seasonable "Warning/ in the 
coHfection of BARCLArt worfes. From this 
postscript, it is evident that Ro^-B^itT BAHCLJiif 
had the unity and concurrenee o£ his hitods-en 
the occasion ofhis mortifytn^ erraml^ aadl^t 
he was- accompanied by some of^ them. 

No^r, (pritring for a while the fekf of, con- 
troversy, om- author compiled atrd published 
his Cacechism and Confes^on o^ Fahh ; a work 
which has gone likroQgh severaf editions m 
English, and one in Latin. The first edition 
is that of 1673. The society of fiiends had 
been represented as vilifying and denying the 
•criptures 5 ^to disprove T»iiich,*^says Barclay 
addressing himself to the Feader * this cate* 

* (Aism and confession of faith are compiled and 
^ brought to thy view* • Id- answer to tht 

* questions, theit is m>t one word; d^at I know 
' of, placed, but the express words of scripture/ 
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Acboislifl^f the worit i» called * A Ctte<^tsm 
and CoofessioB of ¥Mi^ appreved ^f and 
agrjsed unto uf the gensral ftfscnniy or tnfe 
pacriaiclis, prophets, aod apostles^ Chrfeit 
hanaelf diief speaker a aod cmong tbem: 
which contaibeth a trae and fkitkfvl accouat 
of the princif^es ai>d ifoctrines which are tUKfit 
surely beiieved by the churches of Christ in 
Greait Britain and Ireland, who are feproach^ 
fiilly called by the name of Quakers ; yet are 
foumi in the one faith with the primitir^ 
chtrrch and saints : as is m6st clearly demoit- 
strated by soiwe j^ain scripture testimofiie*', 
(without consequences or commentaries)) 
which are here collected and ift^ened by Wity 
of atMPwrer to a few weighty, yet easy iftSd 
fahiili^f questions, fitted as well fot the wisest 
and krgesty as for the weakest and lowcsrc^ 
capacities. To which are added an e)ep6SHH> 
•'lati^n with, and appeal to, til other pro- 
••ftssors/ As the days ih which we live Afd 
miarked bj bold attempts to ^ify tht serlp^ 
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tnres ; land as even under oar profession -there 
have been persons, who have endeavoured to 
bring them into discredit, thinking to succeed 
^e more easily with a people who. believe 
in the superior excellence of the' Spirit ; it is 
peculiarly interesting to behold in^ what light 
Robert Barclayi the able asserter of that 
superior excellence, viewed the scriptures.; It 
is further interesting, because some persons 
have imagined that Robert Barclay himself 
countenanced opinions not favourable to the 
JDivine authority of the scriptures* His works 
nevertheless teem with references to scripture 
authority. He never shrinks from the. test of 
•scripture, on disputed points; and in the pr&- 
sent work he declares that it is his design to 
let the simple words of scripture^ uncommented 
on, be the advocates of the cause which he 
espouses. 

. After the publication of the Catechism, ii 
appears that the next production of our 
author's pen, was, his * Theses Theologicae^* 
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^ which further mentioii will be made. In 
-the year 1675 he published at Rotterdam a 
piece in Latin against Nicolas Arnold, pro- 
fessor in the university of Franequer, in Fries- 
landy one of the United Provinces, who had 
controverted his Theses. This piece is entitled^ 
^ Christisnae quaedam animadversiones in Nicolai 

< Amoldi (qui S. S. theologize Doctor et 
' ProfFes. se prgedicat) exercitationem theologi* 

' • cam de Quakerismo, ej usque brevis refutation* 
It is addressed as follbws, * Omnibus totiiis 

* Belgii, et presertim Academise Franequse- 

* ranae, doctoribiis, professoribus, et studiosis,. 

* RoBERTUs Barclaius Diviiii Spiritus illu- 

< minationem uberiorcm ad intelligentiam veri- 
^ tatis, animumque ad cam amplectandam 

* proclivem exoptat. -j* 

* Some Christiai* remark* on the Theological E«ercitation on 
Quakerism of Nicolas Arnold, (who stylet himself doctor aod pro- 
fessor of divinity) and a short refutation of it. 
. f To all the doctors, professors,, and- students, !n the NetberFand*! 
more efpecially to those of the university of Francquer, Robectr • 
Barclay Wisheth a foUer illumination of the Divine Spirit, tor thm, 
uikierstanding of the Truth, and a mind disposed to embrace itk- 
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. Thp samjp yes^r bp gave to the puhliet < A 

< true an4 &itli^ account of thQ 910^ m^t^ial 

* P^^ges of ^ dispute betwixt some students 

* of divinity (so cjilied) qf the university of 

* Aberdeen, and the peqple called (^^Ifers/ 
Tl»e issue of this dispiite h^ been already 
^eiftioned (p. ^$). Th^ disputing stpdepts 
had al^P. published ^^ account of it, in % piece 
<?ntitl^d ^ Qu^]f;ensn\ c^Rv^ssed ;' )yhich occa- 
sioned a reply from Barclay ^d his friends* 
under the title of * Quakerism confirmed' in 
two parts, both dated 1676. To th^ latter 
are subjoined three certi^cates^ from foi^r 
persons present at the dispute, who, it also 
appears, were the same that were convinced by 
means of the impressions then made on their 
minds. The character, therefore, of the^e 
latter publications of Barclay may be 
learned from the students' certificates : which 
are as follows. 

* We the underscribers, late students of pkl- 
^ losophy in the university of Aberdeen, being 
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«l^i|t |}}9 fmdciAlii haw ^pady btlied the 

* Quakers in their accouit, makiqg them to 
^ ^Cl^ iJamt, wHicil thty spake not ; and also 
' fOfflAg irpimeilt9 ai^ answers not mentioned 

< upon the place. And though we had no in* 
^ tfi3m>^ ^ ti^t tj«MI to QWH t1|« people called 
« Qjpk«ria yet. we dwt not bf H declare that 

< tli^ir apswer ftnd brha^iour had no small in- 

* Au9Bo« vpoQ ttSy to make us in love with their 
^ way» avtd to search afto- it more diligently^ 

< aa also the students* argumentt and lightness 

< ^i4 npt s| little tend to ma);e iw disgust %h<m 
^ and th&ir pineiples. And albeit that inward 
^ peace and satisfe0ti6B of mindt which we 

< CBJoy in the truth we now prof^s with that 
^ despised and injured pcppk^ doth make us 

* bless the day in which it please j God to 
^ bring us among them ; yet we are not a little 

* confirmed in the belief of this reproached 
<tiS8timot«y and witnesKa% tlot wefii^I' the 
^^tlrOQ^fst ars(\nieotj| their ^yer^p^ ^ne 
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t against them are lies and cdnmnies^ And- 
.*-this we testify for the Truth, whbm- the Tmth 
> hath tau^t not to lie* 

'-^RoBERT SaNDILANDS.- 

< Jambs Alexamdbrw' ' 

• 

* Atid I also declare, who (being a student 
« at that time in the Old Town College) was 
' present at the dispute, and heard the same 
^ with attention, that the students have grossly 

^belied the Quakers in many things in their 
'account.. And although that since it hath 
<* pleased God to join me unto that people, ye(^ 
< at that time I had no. mind to be of then: 

* way. However when I saw their account I 
<^did approve it as ingenuous, as now I 
^ also do, and disapprove the students as ^Ise 
/^in many things* 

< Alexander Sbaton<' 

* And I likewise (being a student in the 

* New Town CoHege) at that, time was pre«- 
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^4ltot at the dispmo, and do declare thatdio 
^students' folly and lightnets^ had no small 

* influence upon me to search more narrowly 

* into the way of that people ; which it pleased 
^'the Lord to bless unto me^ so that the eyes 
^ of my understanding. came to beopened, and 
< I came fully to be convinced. of the truth of 
'their principles and way;.. to which, now by 

* the mercy of theXord I am joined j.and do 
,:* find by comparing the two accounts together, 

* that the students have wronged the people 

* called Quakers in divers things, as the 

* students' self contradictions do sufficiently ^ 

* show., 

* Alexander Faterson^' 

This appears to have been a busy time with 
•Robert Barclay:; for in the same year were 
published his * Anarchy of the Ranters,.* and 
his < Apology.* The latter was as yet only 
^bmitted to the learned world, being printed 
in Latin at Amsterdam* Let us therefore 
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SQspend oor teView of it^ tnd adtert t^ the 
otktr bookf the tidt of which st larg(^ b < The 
Anarchy of the RanterSt and other Hbertbietf^ 
the Hierarchy of the RomaaiftSy and odier 
pretended churches^ equally refased and re- 
futed : in a two-ibki apolo^ for the church 
and people of God called Sa derision Quakers. 
Wherein they are vindicated from those that 
accuse them of confixnon and disorder on 
the one hand, and from such as calumniate 
them with tyranny and imposition on the 
other; showing that as the true and pure 
principles of the gospel are restored by their 
testimony ; so is also the ancient apostolic 
order of the church of Christ re-established 
among them, and settled upon its right basis 
and foundation.' The scope of this' work 
may be discovered by its title ; but it is uslc^ 
ful to know that Friends, at that time, were 
calumniated by their adversaries as a peopk 
who, under colour of private internal direction^ 
were hying waste good order; whilst by some 



ihiBidsiei penom tmoag themidife^^ they 
were accused of violating the rigkts of primM 
jud^gmenty siid reHrmximg the opentttuns of the 
spttit im mdhfiduab, by the . dtscipKcic ivliich 
Had been: Bct up among iAi^nt. The author 
^rerefore endexroura te reeoncHe the prorinee 
of ^ body with the privileges of individwds ; 
tfld he does- it m a masterly mamier* "The 
work has passed through several intpressioM f 
Sffd as its title when abridged to the few yfotds, 
" The Aaarchy of the RaeterSf'* coaveys Uttld 
or DO informatioB of its conteats^ the Yeady 
MeettDg lately ordered an additioaal title to btf 
prefixed, Damdy, ^A Treatise on Ghrntian 
^ Discipline;' It it a work worthy of general 
perusal ; &ik} particularly clahnsr the attentiorf 
of ail personsy \riio think it is-^dr duty to be 
acthe, ia supporting and exiecutmg' the db-* 
qpfine of the church. lit the . collection o# 
Barclay's works there is an explanatory post- 
sd-ipt (written ia prisoa ia 1679^) occasioned 

by the opposition of Rogei^ abeddy mamKmei 
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(pp. 489 49)9 which exhibits •ur author in an 
igniable view.* > 

The Theses Theologicae have been abready 
mentioned* They have been printed in Latin^ 
French, German^ Dutch, and English. One 
of the English .edition«» bears the title of * The 

* principles of true Christianity and sound 
<«divini};y asserted.' They are addressed as 
follows. ^ To the clergy of what sort soeve% 

* unto whose hands these may come; but more 

* particularly to the doctor^, professors, and 
^students of divinity, in the universities and 
^ schools of Great Britain, whether prelatical, 

* presbyterian, or any other, Robert 

< (Barclay, a servant of the Lord God, 
'. and one of -those who in derision are called 
< Quakers, wisheth unfeigned repentance to 
*.the acknowledgment of the truth/ These 
theses or propositions are fifteen in number. 

'* It appears from a paper tubjoined that the Anarchy of the 
• Ew tt er a had been approved by the Morning Meeting at London-; 
vbick meeting had then be^n citi^liihed about three yeara. 
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"Jbe ibUowing4r« the subjects of them. 

I . ConCerniog the true foundation of know* 

ledge. 

' ^. Immediate Revelation. 

3 the Scriptures. 

4. ^Tondiliftn of Man in the fall. 

. 5-&*6. .:... the Universal Redemption 

* by Christ, and also the saving 
and spiritual lights wherewith 
every man is enlightened. 

*7 Justification. 

'8. Perfection. 

9 '. . . . Perseverance, and the possi- 
bility of falling from 'Grace. 

10. the Ministry. 

II. Worship. 

12 Baptism* 

13 the Communion or partici- 
pation of the body and blood 
of Christ, 
44 ithe power of the civil magi- 
strate. 



and appeitaixung to the cMi- 
science* 
15* Coaaex]Uftg.Sakitation8andRecreattoD8| 

&c« 
: On these ai^:ject% the author proposes his 
sentimems, and explains them in confonsitf 
with the principles of Friends. 

The propositkms^ being sent forward into the 
worJdy were well received beyond the author's 

« 

expectation; and proved the means of removing 
some false and monstrous opinions which had 
been imbibed against the, society. Actuated 
therefore by the like design of propagating the 
truth, and believing himself equally influenced 
by the Divine Spirit, he judged it proper to 
explain his propositions somewhat more largely^ 
and to defend them with arguments ; and this 
produced his celebrated Apology. 

It is entitled * An Apology for the thie 
< Chrbtian divinity, as the same is held forth| 
' and preached, by the people called in scom 
* Quakers; being a full explanation and vindi- 
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« Qtkm of their principles and doctrines, by 
' many arguments deduced from Scripture and 

* right reason, and the testimonies of famous 

* aiK^ossy both ancient and modefti': with a 

* fuU answer to the strongest objections usually 

* made against them. Presented to the king.' 
lor ^ tins work the fifteen propositions (except 
the 5th and 6th, which are examined together)' 
are se}^rate(y examined and proved. The 
authbr's g;en€tal method is to state clearly the 
position 'Which he is about to prore ; afterwards 
to adduce one or more scripture texts, which' 
either plainly a^irm the truth of what he has 
laid down, .or from which it may be naturally, 
fairly, and clearly deduced by an argument j 
which he generally puts in the form of a syllo^ 
gism.* He afterwards adds the testimonies of 
ether 'authors of approved reputation in support 

■ 

* for exawpk. Sin ft hDpvted to none where there It no Uvr. 

Butt To Infant* there is no levr. 

Thcrtfore, $ia ii not Unputed to then. Piop, 4. § f« 

O 
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of the doctnne whick he is pro«iog ; and hitiy 
•tates the objections to* k that haf e been mflde» 
QF that mi^t be ma(b;;, which; he likewise 
a^$wei^ by^Jlogistioal ar^jiunenia iivma^inas 
Scnpturei^ or fima self-evident tniths^ aduuMr* 
kdged by slU 

The The&[8S( cpntain* t^ autbor't gsneml 
opinions imdqr each' headr or diviisioA q£ Ae 
Apology: but in oijiec to show, in thisi places 
what those; oginioRs are» itr may not b* dtom Uk 
oxhibit an> outline qf \^at the rea(ts^ um^ exc 
pegt tp find treated in^a- finished and manft^lyi 
mapn^ in thi& instructive^, celd>ratedi and it 
insry event be ssud^tentertainingt workb In truths 
the road of religion ia not.withottt flojwers; and 
i^ should- be, remembened, that the thoroa whicb 
are found in it|.hav« sfyung. from^oiirown cor* 
nuptio^Sy or from the vices of othere*; Whea 
the course of religion is unobstructed, or when 
the«obstroctioB»'amovercomei hep WR3rs are stlU 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace* 
It is occupation which forms much of the plea* 



safe of the mind; when men resolre not t6 
occupy themselves with trifles, and with such 
pursuits as neither make them wiser nor better, 
they may find genuine entertainment in the per- 
formance of their duty ; and in the perusal of 
books written on subjects which pertain to life 
and salvation. Here the mind is not only 
occupiecfand entertained, but also invigorated* 

On the subject of the First Proposition, our 
author asserts that the true foundation of know' 
ledge consists in being acquainted with God ; 
an assertion which, as he supposes it will gene- 
t-ally be granted, he does not stop long to explain*. 
Immediate revelation is held up in the Second 
Proposition : and Barclay not only shows 
the necessity of it, for obtaining that true know- 
ledge which is mentioned in the First; but 
proves that the doctrine was held by the early 
teachers of Christianity ; and that the revela- 
tion for which he pleads, is only to be obtained 
in and by Christ, through the Spirit. This 
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part of the Apology also contains (^ 5.) 
Robert Barclay's faith as to the eternal 
divinity of Christ. 

The Apologist begins the Third Proposi- 
tion, treating of the Scriptures ^ with declaring 
them to be the most excellent writings in the 
world ; to which not only no other writings are 
to be preferred, but even in divers respects are 
not comparable. Kevertheless he asserts that 
it is the Spirit that must apply them for our 
benefit, and must still be the primary, rule of 
Christians. He then guards against the com- 
mon objection, that hereby the. Scriptures are 
rendered useless ; and shows that^ «8 they have 
proceeded from the revelation ot'pxt Divine 
JSpirit in the writers, tliey can never be contnu 
dieted by the revelation of the same Spirit in 
the mind of any. He is willing that all doc- 
trines and practices should be tried by them ; 
and that whatever any persons, pretending to 
the Spirit, do contrary to the Scriptures, should 
be taken for delusion. 
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In the Fourth Proposition are unfolded thtt 

^ews of Robert Barclay respectisg the 
State of man in the fall. He denies the impu- 
tation of sin to infants, on account of Adam's 
transgression, until they join with the seed of 
evil in themselves by li'eir own actual trans- 
gression; yet he maintains that all men are 
prone to sin, and cannot derive, from theic^ 
fallen progenitor, any power to overcome it. 
A seed of fin he confesses to be transmitted to 
all men from Adam ; but he prefers to call it 
by the scriptural terms of Death, the Old man, 
the old Mam, rather than by the Calvinistic 
term of Original Sin ; which notion he thinks 
has given rise to that of imputing sin to infants* 
In the two following Propositions, the Fifth 
and Sixth, which are considered jointly, our 
author shows the means of man's restoration 
from the fall ; and ably asserts Universal re-- 
demotion By Christ, and the saving and spiritual 
Rght whereivith every man is enlightened^ He 

begins with some short, yet sharp, strictures on 
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the doctnoe o£.jtiiokter^ftohufmr^Uf3i^ht 
successfully o{]^o$i38 ; and proyes tho^imisersaldgr 
of Ciuisi's deaiiiy asd the eonsequeut po^biliiy 
of salvation to aU* The author lays it dowft 
that Go4f who, of his ii^fipite loye^ Sjcut hU 
Son ipto the worlds -who tast^4^t;h for fsmyf 
tpajiy hath ^ven to every man a timp of ^isit- 
atioo) during which he may partake of thp ficuUt 
of Christy's death' Secondly, That* to thi3 pad 
God hath given to every man a. measure of $he 
light pf his own Sonr^-a measure of grace^r-rn 
measure of the jBpint. Thirdlyi That Qod« if£ 
t&d hy this light, invites^ calW esfiborts, ^ 
JLtrive^ with every n^aui^ln order to save l^m : 
which light received, and not resistcdt wprka 
the salvation of all ; but that it may be xesist^d, 
and then it becomes man's condenmatipp* 
Having thus shown that man coHDperates in the 
work of his salvation, lie guards againat ^fi]p(h 
gatbg from the atonement and sacrifice iif 
Omst $ asserts belief in all that is recorded of 
tiim in Scripture ; and that temusaioa nf #ilii 1$ 



lliftsfltl^; audit jb tbonefore diffiotiktoj^ 
ibon/ttttop inui.!akeiicii ofthisDatcifei 

JunS^cnAm ifiunis she matter «f liie 4S<^ 
nenth Pro()oaitiaay in iidiieb word Robcrt 
fBiiRCi^AY aWftys iadiuies the idea of Mug 
flm^ jk^ / tic immediate cause 'of whidi it 
iht vemdtOimi rf y*stu Chmt m the «tM4 
^dhanging and reiiewwg the mind: 4mk1 ht 
caotiMift adl <igaiast sn^fionifg themselves jwtk- 
"fiediiif TRtae<)f Qnisc^ dtfadi, while they le- 
niaia tmsattctified in lusait, aad ^p«Uated wiili 

' Tht doetrioe of the £ig;iith P^oposfdcm iias 
:beeii madi €pp066d« It asserts tike fRMsibiliqf 

of Perfection In this life : ^hich perfection, is 
'defised to consist in a freedom irom actual 
^Mnii^ and fcom tran^ressing the law o£Qmi» 
* ^t is a state whidi admits x£ a growth ; and 

from whicii tiicre is . a possit>Bi£3r of fsJling. 

The doctrine t)f.tliose wbo. flea^ £Br tbc im- 
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ixwbility of pdrfecttQB^ andforthft cointioiuuicc 
in silly during life^ is opposed at length ; and 
the perfection for which our author pleads is 
placed in the full bridging forth of that pure 
and holy birth, the light of Christ in the soul* 
The Ninth Proposition respects Perseverance^ 
and the possibility of falling from grace. On 
these subjects the author's judgment n^y in 
great measure, be inferred from what precedes* 
Accordingly he is short in this part of the 
Apology ; and his sense is, that the truth lies 
betwixt these two extremes, viz. the. doctrine 
of such as affirm that the least degree of true and 
saving grace cannot be fallen from \ and that of 
those who deny any such stability attainable, as 
that there can he no total and final apostacy from 

it. 

In the Tenth Proposition, we meet with a 
subject on which the Society of Friends have 
appeared to differ more from other professors 
of Christianity, than on most other points, 
namely GospeUAfimtry. After explaining bis 



^ietae tf wlitt constrttites the Church,' wftlcn 
he defines to be the Society of such as iGod 
"has called out of the worldly spirit, to walk in 
his light and life, he stiows what is the call of 
a true minister, asserting it to be the tnwarS 
power and virtue of the Spirit of God ; and 
rejects the notion of succession from the 

• 

apostles. Having established the call, he lays 
down the qualification of a minister, of whicH 
he asserts human learning to forhi no necessary 
part ; but places all in the power^ life, and! 
virtue of the ffoly Spirit. Lastly, he maintams 
that the true ministers should not, cannot, 
teach for hire ; and he opposes the practice of 
a forced maintenance ; concluding with a lively 
cbmparison between the ministry for which he 
pleads, and that for which the opposers of our 
society plead. This is a very interesting part 
of the Apology, and teems with able argu- 

ft 

mentis drawn both from the letter and' the 

• ••• 
spirit X)f the gospel. 
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iF^tbsp IS -spokep of in the Eleieenitb Pfo^ 
pOMtion* True urorship is referrisd ix> an in* 
ward feeling af reverence and devotion^ to the 
exclusion of all ceremonies which ipay be set 
about in the will of man. The author oeirer^ 
thelesjs takes care 'to assert' the necessity of 
meeting H stated times^ for worship ; but thatf 
when assembled^ the great duty of all is to re- 
tire from their own im^inationsy to wait to 
feel the Lord's presence, and to know indeed 
a gathering into his name ; where, saith he, the 
secret virtue of life is felt to reiresh the soul; 
from which the acceptable worship is known, 
"which edifies the church, and is well pleasing to 
Ood« The serious reader will probably find a 
liecret influence engaging his mind to assent^ 
whilst he peruses this part of the work ; which 
certainly claims the attention of all who call 
themselves Friends* 

, The Twelfth and Thirteenth Propositioos 
are employed on, what are termed the two 
aacraments> BaptUm and the Suj^pfr. Baptism 



VAter is .^;u:e4 wt X» he ibt 4m$ 
true baptism of Christy Vfhifk if proved toj3# 
ilHvard and spiritoaly ^ipcordijig to the ttKt» 
<< He shall baptize you wi^ the H0I7 Ghoft 
** and with ice :" aod the -o^ecuons of ^Qch gf 
)xold water baptbm lo be of {pei2>etual obi^gatioOy 
aiie answered. The body and blood lof 
Christ) of which believers partake^ ave a^sert^ 
to b^ spiritual and not carnal ; and to J^ cetlly 
^T^oy^i as often as the soid retires int9 tb^ 
light of the Lord* and feels and partakes of tha^ 
heavenly life^ by which the inward man 14 
nourished. The arguments of those who con^ 
j;end for the ceremonious use of bread a;n4 
wipe;* are considered and refuted. 

The Fourteenth Proposition is, concerning 
the Power of the civil ma^^ate in mafters 
fUrefy reUgiouSf nud JterJaimng to the com^ 
tcience. It may be well conceived that Bar** 
CLAY here £rmly asserts the unlawfulnett of 
any attempt to force the conscience. At the 
tame time he gives no countenance to persons 
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vrKOf under pretence of conscience, would pre- 
judice their neighbours* 

The Fifteenth and last Proposition has for its 

•,■»■■■• 

title. Concerning Salutations ami Recreations^ 
though it also embraces some other objects. 
In it the author shows the unlawfulness, to 
Chrisdans, of using flattering titles and compli- 
ments — .of kneeling, prostrating, or bowing the 
body, or uncovering the head to any/ man — 
of superfluities in apparel for ornament and 
vanity— of sports, games, comedies, vain re- 
creations, &c. — of swearing at all — and of 
resisting evil and fighting. On this occasion 
also, the objections of such as plead for those 
things are ably answered ; particularly in the 
case of oaths. 

The Apology was presented, as the title ex- 
presses, to the king ; to whom an address is 
prefixed, which, for its manly style, religious 
boldness, and yet decent respect, has been 
much jidmired. The inscription is * Unto 



* Charles 2d. king of Great Britain^ a^d 

* the dominions thereunto belonging. 

* R06ER.T Barclay, a servant of Jesus 

* Christ, called of God to the dispensation 

* of the gospel, now again revealed, and afte?" 
' a long and dark night of apostacy, com- 

* manded to be preached to all nations, 

* wisheth health and salvation.* 

The address is long but not tedious. It does 
not assume, in any part, the appearance of a 
fiattering dedication ; and the author seems to 
have been particularly studious to guard against 
its being thought such. In one place he says, 

* As it is inconsistent with the truth I bear, so 

* it is far from me, to use this epistle as an en- 

* gine to flatter thee, (the usual design of such 

* works ;) and therefore I can neither dedicate 

* it to thee, nor crave thy patronage, as if 

* thereby I might have more confidence to pre- 

* sent it to the world, or be more hopeful of 

* its success. To God alone I owe what I 
^ have, and that more immediately in matters 
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^iSpiiHasi; and" ffierefortt to Him aIone» 

* and to the service of^ Ks Tl'ruth, I dedicate 
•"^Rrtfetevef wor6 Ke b'nrigs forth iii mej to 

* V^CfiA Ofily th'e praise and Hooour ajip^rtaui : 

* tj^hcte'^ Truth needs not the patronage of 
*" worldly print'es, ins arm and power being tliat 
^ aTone by which it is propagated, established, 

* and confirmed;*' 

The cobtftidSng pacfigraphs are remarkably 
SimpFei strotigy ail'd b^utiful. « There is,' says 
our author, * liO king in the world, who can so 
^^ experimentally tesdfy of God's providence 
■' add goodness ; Neither is there' any who rules 
' so maby free pebpre, so many true Christians : 

* which things renders thy government more 
*' honourable, and thyself more considerable, 

* than the accession of many nations filled 
^ with slavish and superstitious souls* 

< Thou hast tasted of prosperity and advcr- 
< sity* Thou knowest what it is to be banished 

* thy native country ; to be overruled, as well 

* as to rul6| and sit upon the throne : andy 



ha^ hatefiil tbe oppressor is^ botk' to Ged 
and man. II9 aftdr sH tllese' w^rttings .aM 
adfertisemeotsi iSkoJOL dost not turn to the 
Lord with all thr heart ; but forget ttist 
who remembered the,e ia thy distress, aad 
give up thyself to follow knt and* vnir^ ; 
surely, great will be thy condemnation. 

^ Against which snare, as well^ as t!ie t&mp- 
tatioti of those, that may, or do, feed: tfaetf 
and prompt thee to eyil^ the most excellent 
and prevalent temedy will be, to apply thyscff 
to that light of Christ which shmeth in thy 
conscience, which neithet can nor will flatter 
thee^ nor suffer diee to be at ease in thy sitf^ ; 
but doth, and will', deal plaifify axul* faithfully 
with- tfaee ; a^ those, that are followers? there* 
of, have also done. 

''God' Almighty, who hath so signally 
hitherto visited thee with kis love, so touch 
and" reach thy heart ere die day of thy visita- 
tioQ be expired^ ^at thou mayst effectually 
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f turn to hiin, so as tQ Improve thy place, and 
< station for his name. So wisheth, so prayetht 
* thy faithfiil friend, and sui^ject. 

From Vtj, the place of my pilgrimage, 

in my native country of Scotland, 
- tfie Bjth of the month called 

Kovember, in t|ie year 1675. 

• • •» 

For some years previous to the puhlication 
of the Apology, Friends and their adversaries 
had been engaged in controversy ; and our 
author^ from his retirement, had viewed the 
contest, and observed the naisrepresentations 
of fact on which some of their adversaries' 
censures rested ; as well as weighed the strength 
of the objections, which they brought against 
what they did not misrepresent. He therefore 
came forth more fully prepared to ent;er the 
lists himself. That he did so in a most able 
manner, the generally good reception of his 
book, when first pubHshed, and its uniform 
and continued reputation^ down to the present 



dkff sttfficiefltly demonstrate ; and the Import- 
ant light it which it was viewed hj those 
who were averse from the doctrines which 
it jestablishesy namely the stipendiary teachers^ 
is evident from the number of them who en*!' 
deavoured to controvert it.* 

The next piece, in order of time,f published 
by Robert Barclay, is entitled, * Universal 

* Love considered, and established upon its 

* right foundation : being a serious inquiry how 

* far diarity may, and ought to be extended 

* towards persons of different judgments in 

* matters of religion ; and whose principles 

* among the several sects of Christians do most 

* naturally lead to that due moderation re- 

* quired : writ b the spirit of love and meek- 

* As BrowiH < Quakerisni the pathway to Paganism ;' Bajerus, prof, 
of divinity at Jena ; Holthusiusi a preacher at Francfort ; Reifer, a 
pastor at Hamburg ; Ke!th» < The Quaker»' Standard Examined ;* 
Bennett) < Confotitioft of QnalerisBl/ Sec. 

-f It ik to be «baerv«4, that Ji^n Wbiting** Catalogue of Friends* 
BooVe» pp. j, 6, 7, Ufoilowpd. ; no( the scries in * Truth Triumphant.' 

H 



* agfss,,for the . rempyiDg. pf. stumblings blocks 

* out of the, way. of tbe ^ixnple^ by ?. lo^er o^ 
f. the souls of all men.' The author first gijir^* 
an account of his own experience on the sujb^ 
ject ; and then endeavours to state and den^Qiu 
strate the nature of Christian love and charity $ 
Hieir consistency with true zealj and the 
distinction of the latter from false, persecuung^ 
zeal. He tlien states his subject anewy^ as it 
respects the different divisions of Christians ; 
showing that their conformity or want of. con* 
formity to universal love, is ta be drawn from 
the nature of their principles, and, not from 
the practice of particular persons among them. 
Thus much being premised, he examines the 
principles of several denominations, and finds 
them defective, and inconsistent with the prin- 
ciple of universal love ; as Papists, Protestants 
in general, and Socinians. Lastly, he lays 
down some principles of Christianity which per- 
fectly agree with true universal love. The 
reader may easily suppose that these are the 
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principles held by Friends; and he wiH find 
die piece to be an able recommendation of those 
principles, and an exposition of them in an 
amiable light. An edition of this vrork was 
printed so late as 1800: but the first was in 
1677, the year in which it was written, while 
iits benevolent author was himself suffering from 
the want of imiversal love, being a prisoner at 
Aberdeen. 

The books which were written in reply to 
the Apology, have already been noticed. One 
of these, namely, ^ Quakerism the pathway 
* to Paganism,* had been printed before the 
publication of the first English edition of the 
Apology; and was the means of prompting 
Robert Barclay to hasten that edition to 
the press, that the public might have the whole 
controversy before them. He afterwards 
thought proper to give his adversary's book a 
more particular answer ; which was published 
in the year 1679, under the title of * R. B's. 

H 2 
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< Apology ItirtH^trte Christiati dWiDfCy viuifi* 
*^cated ftom John Brown's examination and 

*' pretended confutation therebf, in his bdok 
^ called Quakerism the pathway to Paganisms- 
''in which iFinaication, John ]^0W9i's msnf 

< gross penrefsions and abuses are discovered, 

* and his furious and violent railings and re- 
' vilings, soberly rebuked.* It is common in 
controverfy for authors to charge their oppo* 
ncnts with railing ; and the reader BMy think 
£hat our author » in his title page, has adopted 
the practice. He, however, makes good hit 
<iharge, in his introduction ; fti which l^e says, 

* Men use to be sober and moderate that write 

* controversies, in the beginning at feafl, and 

* not seek to prepossess the reader with prejn- 
^ dice against their adversaries, nntil by the 

* strength of their reason they have proved them 
' to deserve it ; but this man is so full fraughted 

* with malice, and so in love with railing, that 
' he cannot forbear in the first page, where we 

* have hira calling us " Locusts, of whose 
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<< mioistry the deril makes ose^ only masculin^ 
<^ in malice agaiast Christ— 4u'eaihiag forth 
** nothing but that putrid poison^ that innate 
** serpentine venom/* &c.* This is a speci- 
men of the spirit with which 6ur earJy Friends 
had to contend. Though it must be confessed 
that some of them (whether from tjie provo- 
cation they received^ or from sharp language 
being the temper of the times) were not entirely 
free from it themselves, yet the reader of 
Barclay's writings will scarcely think that he 
has ^len into that error. In the book in 
question, our author follows his adversary 
through the following divisions of the subject. 
I. The true ground of knowledge. 2. Inward 
and immediate revelation, j. The Scriptures* 
•4. Man's natural state, and original sin. 5. Re* 

* The perusal of this excited a curiosity to look at Brown's epistle 
to the reader ; in vrhich, the ftnt words that took the attention* wrrt 

* Runagad Quaker,' and these were found to be the conclusion of tb« 
following string of epithets, • This God-daring, Chri&t-blas^heming, 

• Spirit-detpicinf gcnoration, of the prodigtoa^Iy preftnc and arro- 
< gant sect of Runagad QMkcn.' 



•pit>batioD, ami universal redempttom 6. Pos- 

^Bibility of limitretsal salvation | tmirersal grace; 
necessity of the light to salvation | the salvation 
of heathens. 7. Justification. 8. Perfection. 
9. Perseverance^ 10. Ministry, wherein of Wb- 

**mens' preaching. 11. Silent worship, &c. 12. 
Baptism. 13. The Lord's Supper. 14. Li- 
berty of conscience. 15. Wars and oaths, 
rs6. Givil honour, &c.* This book, which is 
about the size of the Apology,, has never been 

^veprinted otherwise than in the two editions of 
Truth Triumphant ; and the book of Brown 
liaving long since fallen into general oblivion, 
the • Vindication* is little read; yet it contains 
•that part of controversy which is the most use- 
ful part, the answering of objections; and 
therefore may still be read with advantage. 
William Penn esteemed it highly ; and says 
he ranks the Apology and this book in the 
front of Barclay's polemical writings. P£ 

* These numbers do not correapond with those of R. B's. Sectioniy 
iccanie there, ^ i it an intreductory our. 



Of such writings this was the last puUished-by 
our author | and it was not replied to by hb 
angry adversary. 

There yet remain two tracts of Robe&t 
Barclay to be noticed, the first of which he 
calls ^ An epistle of love and friendly advice 
^ to the ambassadors of the several princes of 

* Europe,' met at Nimeguen, to consult the 

* peace of Christendom, so far as they arc con- 

* cerned ; wherein the true cause of the present 

* War is discovered, and means for a firm. and 

* settled peace is proposed, by R. Barclay, a 

* lover and travailer for the peace of Christen- 
^ dom.* This is a most instructive piece. Its 

object is to show the ground of war, and tha^ 
means for promoting peace, while diese grounds 
remain, ar^ likely to be unstable and ineffectual: 
at the same time pointing the way by which a 
ksting peace may prevail. It has the fbllowing 
postscript. * This came upon me from the 

* Lord, to write unto you, at Ury in my native 

* cojuntry of Scotland, the id of the mohth 



usto 

.f. ofSki ifoarembti^^ i^ifT*' Tboagb it U long 
fqr 4 l^er» aod prob^y waaaot read by all 
the statesmen to whom it was addressed, it is 
■«bort for a treatise^ . The tract, boweyer^ is 
full and clear ; aod i{ is hoped that this brief 
recommendation may induce the reader to gire 
i( a serious perusal* The letter was ori|;iQaJly 
written in Latin; and afterwards translated 
and published for the satisfaction of such as 
could not read the original. To the translation, 
printed 1679, ^^ following historical meaK>ir 
is stt^oined. ^ Copies of the foresaid epistle, ia 

* Latin, were, upon the z^A and 24th days of 
^ the month called February, 1678, delivered 

< at Nimeguen, to the ambassadors of the em- 

* peror, of the kings of Great Britain, Spain, 

< and France, Sweden, and Denmark, of the 
' prince elector Palatine, as also of the states 
^ general, and of the dukes of Lorrain, Holstain, 

* Lunenburg, Osnaburg, Hanover, and the 

* pope's nuncio ; to wit one to each ambas- 
'^ador, and one to each of their, principala-; 



^ together with 90 many copies of the b>ok, 1^ 
* which the atathor olakes sneaMn in the letter, 
* * the title whereof is ** Roberd Barclaii, thco- 
'*^ logic vera ChriiUsiBsey Apologia ; CtFolo 
M secundoy Mago^ Brkaani«s, Ac. regi, 
" oblato."* This Wa« the Litin title of the 

« 

Apology, which was enlarged, as we hav« 
seen, in the English edition. ' 

RoBBRT Barclay's last printed work #ts 
the translation of a long Latin letter, which 
he had some years before written to a persda 
of quality in Holland, on the following occa- 
ision. The person in question was Achian 
Paecs. Robert Barclay, haTtng had some 
conversation with him rejecting the principles 
of Friends, was requested by Pacts to recon- 
sider the strength of the argnments which he 
had adduced against Barclay^ doctrine. 
This Barclay accordingly did; and finding 
them weaker the more he examinied them, he 

* Robert Barclay't Apology for true Christiaa Divinityi pretcnl- 
<d to Charles id, king of Crert Brluts, dsci 
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vfT(k/^f torn ins prison at Aberdeeo, ^e letter 
td Paets. Some yeanr afterwslrds he met with 
Faets again^ in Lomiony* who^ after some 
farther conversation, confessed < that he had 

* been mistaken in kis notion of the Qoakers ; 
^for he found they could make a reasonable 
^ plea; for the foondation of their religion^' 
Shortly after, our author translated and pub- 
lished his letter in Englidh, giving it this title ; 
^ The possibility and necessity of the inward 
^ and immediate rereladon of the Spirit of God, 
'^ towards the foundation and ground of true 

* faith y proved: in a letter writ in Latin to a 
< person of quality in ' Holland ; and now also 

* put into English, by R; B.* This letter it 
wholly argumentative; and it has been con- 
sidered by those who have read it with atten- 
tion, as one of the author's most accurate 
^pieces* U has much of a metaphysical cast, 

* Pacts was then a Commissioner for the Dutch East India Com* 
pany. When Barclay saw him before, he h^d jast returned frojn an 
rinhassy to Spaioi from the States General. 
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and is rather calcahted for the learned and the 
nice discerner> than for the ignorant and simple; 
and was probably, on that accouniy the mote 
acceptable to the person to whom it was ad- 
dressed, and tiie more impressive. 

The works of Robert Barclay were 
collected after his decease, and published in 
1692, in a folio volume^ entitled ^ Truth Tii- 

* umphant, through the Spiritual warfare, Chris- 

* tian labours, and writings, of that able and 

* faithful servant of Jesus Christ, Robsrt 
^ Barclay*' It is still occasionally to be 
met with. An edition in three volumes octavo, 
came out in 1718 ; bnt this is now very scarce. 
Should, however, the first and third volume be 
procured, an Apology completes the set* The 
English Apology itself has been printed eight 
times* in London. Accordingly the London 
edition of 1780. is called the eighth. But 
there has been also a Dublin edition, and one 

* Unless the first edition may be excepted, oa accovmt of tbe 
place where it was printed not btlng nentibncd. 



i 
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it large quartD by Baskerville at Binmngham. 
There is a Dutch tniBslationy of which 
there are two editions ; one in Danifh ; one 
in German* of which there are three editions ; 
one in Spanish, and two in French. The 
French one of 1702 is said to be so ill done 
as to mislead. That of 1797 may be depended 
on ; but in any difficult case the Latin is the 
best means of deciding.* Of the Latin, a second 
edition was published in octavo, 1729, said to 
be * priore emendatior.* 

Of the Catechism there is one Latin edition 
still extant. The last English edition in 1787, 
is the 12th. Of the Anarchy of the Ranters,^ 

* In the First Edition pa. i6t, the 4th pa. 843* the 6th pa. 243, 
there it a remarkable error under Prop. 9. Perfection, ^ s. 4thly» 
vis. Who have mi attained to everla«tliig lifo* iiutead of, Who have 
■ attained, &c.~-Latin, Qui adept! sunt. The tame error is in Truth 
Triumphant, folio, pa. 388, in the German, of 174c, and in the 
French Edition of 1709, p. 076^ The passage is right in the 5th, 
Ttii, and 9th» Lond. and in BaskerviUe't, also in the German of 1684 
and 1776, the Dutch of 1757, the French of 1797, and in the Spanish. 
An opportunity of examining the ad and 3d, or the Svo JLditiou 
of Truth Triiunphwif has not occitfrW. 
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aod Universal Loye» it has been already men* 
tioned that there are editions extant. 



That it wmJd be gratifying to the writer of 
the foregoing account of the works of Robert 
Barclay, to know it had been the means of 
increasing the number of their readersy is of 
small importance ; but if, by reading them, -or 
a part of them^ any persons should be induced 
fo adopt and put in practice the truths which 
Barclay recommends, the result to themselres 
may be both important and happy. 

The mind, especially when not much ac- 
customed to dwell on religious considerations, 
is not always disposed to adrert to serious 
Subjects. Sometimes, however, and particu- 
larly in youth, there are seasons when anxiety 
respecting the concerns of a future life will 
prevail ; and disturb the joy, which the pursuit^ 
and the acquirement, bf the pleasant things 
of time are wont to afford. 



i 
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Happy is ity that these intemiptions are ex- 
perienced : for they bring into view greater 
and more permanent pleasures. On such occap- 
sionsy religion comes for the purpofe of bring- 
ing balm to the foul^ and of alleviating its 
burthens ; not to increase its oppressions. 

The restraints of a religious life are indeed 
sometimes irksome j; though principally* at the 
entrance, and less so as we proceed ; but in pro- 
portion as the mind is willing to suffer a sense 
of its weaknesses and wants to remain upon it* 
without seeking relief from dissipation, (taking 
that word in its least offensive meaning,) it 
will the less feel tliose restraints to be irksome, 
because it will know them to be the harbingers / 
of more perfect freedom. 

In this state of mind a review of the expe- 
rience of those who have more largely tasted 
both of tlic bitterness and the sweetness of a 
religious life, who have borne the cross, and 
felt the consolation, of Christianity, will, at 
times, be a delightful recreation. Among the 
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number of these cheering and instructive exam* 
plesy may be considered that of the man, whose 
religious labours have been exhibited in this 
volume. Though Robert Barclay deals 
more in argument, than in narrative, yet his 
-writings contain much encouragement to sin- 
cere hearted persons, travelling through the 
temptations of time, to the rewards of eternity. 
These writings also deserve particular com^ 
mendation on this account, that they bear 
strong and ample testimony to Christ,-^the sure 
refuge of the weary soul. The most feeble 
persevering Christian may be animated with 
the hope of reaching that sure refuge, when 
he reflects, that his Lord hath declared to the 
leasts >as well as to the greatest servant in his 
** family, " Him that cometh to me, I will 
•* in no wise cast out.** 

FiNfS. 
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